
Root Canal Treatment: When You 

Need It? 
 

If you are having pain in one of your teeth, it might be a root canal infection requiring 

medical attention. This isn't really an appointment that most people look forward to because 

of the pain that usually accompanies it. However, there are times when it is absolutely 

necessary to make sure that you keep your teeth, mouth, and gums healthy. If the infection 

becomes severe to handle, visit an Emergency Dentist Near Me.  

 

Do You Need This Procedure? 

 

The first step in a root canal is finding out if you need one. Make an appointment with a 

dentist and explain the root canal symptoms like severe pain while chewing or biting, or 

swollen or tender gums, or teeth sensitivity, or deep decay, etc, that you are experiencing. 

After an examination, it can be determined whether or not you are going to need the 

procedure. Some dentists handle this type of issue on their own or they might hand it over to 

a specialist, also known as an endodontist. Either way, most people want to get this over as 

soon as possible. It usually takes more than one appointment to complete the process. 

 

 
 

The Process: 

 

As the root canal begins, the area around the tooth is numbed by a Root Canal Dentist. 

This may or may not be necessary because many times the nerve is already dead. A hole is 

drilled into the tooth and the bacteria is removed. As the drill goes down the file is the tool 
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that ends up removing the unwanted substances. Once these areas have been cleaned it is 

time to seal up the tooth. Remember, there is a hole because of the drilling. If the pain arises 

in the middle of the night, you can visit Emergency Dental Care Near me. 

 

Most dentists choose to wait at least a week before sealing the tooth. If after the root canal 

they notice that infection is present, they may place medication down into the hole before 

proceeding. This way, when the sealing takes place, it isn't trapping in the infection and 

causing a larger problem. In fact, even without any signs of infection, some dentists still 

choose to wait a week before proceeding. Next, it is important to fill the area where the tooth 

was drilled. This is usually covered up by a filling. When there is too much damage to be 

able to save a large part of the tooth, a crown is placed by the best dentist near me over the 

existing materials. 

 

 
 

The After Effects: 

 

At the completion of a root canal, there is some pain involved. This may be more noticeable 

if there was any type of infection in the area. It can be managed by most people with just 

Tylenol or Motrin taken regularly until the pain is gone. There is sensitivity in that area for a 

while, so if possible you may want to chew on the other side of your mouth. 

 

This procedure is for the most part effective. The tooth is usually saved and for the most part, 

other people will not be able to tell that you have had this type of work done. The filling 

covers the hole that is made and you will be back to your normal routine in no time. Even if 

you have a fear of going to see the dentist or even this specific appointment, don't worry. 

Remember that while there is some pain involved, you are doing what is best to maintain 

your oral health and save your teeth. 
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