
How Long Can A Tooth Abscess Be Left 

Untreated? 
 

Experiencing pain, sensitivity when chewing, bad breath, facial swelling, and fever, you may have an 

abscessed tooth. All these signs indicate Abscess Tooth Symptoms where a pocket of pus is caused by a 

bacterial infection and builds up around the tooth. 

  

The abscess can occur in different areas near the tooth for various reasons. A periodontal abscess appears in 

the gums at the side of a tooth root.  

 

What causes an abscessed tooth? A commonly periapical abscess occurs due to an untreated dental 

cavity, an injury, or prior dental work, which can cause the infection with irritation and swelling and cause 

a tooth abscess at the root tip. 

Sometimes underestimating a small scrape can be easy, but you should never make the same mistake 

concerning toothache and tooth root infections. Suppose you’re experiencing a deadly or slight pain in your 

tooth. In that case, you should never hesitate to see an Emergency Dentist Near Me, mainly if your gums 

are already swelling or painful. Treatment of tooth abscesses is necessary, so you do not have other dental 

issues. 

Left Untreated: 

 

If left untreated, the tooth root infection can spread throughout the body, lead to more severe health 

problems, and even cost your life. Generally speaking, Teeth and gums may be a tiny part of our body but 

are equally important in maintaining a healthy life. Ignoring your oral health needs can impact your overall 

health like other parts.  

Your dentist does Abscess Tooth Treatment by emptying it and removing the infection. They may save 

your tooth with a root canal treatment. But in some cases, your dentist can pull the teeth.  

https://emergencydentistinhouston.com/abscess-tooth/
https://emergencydentistinhouston.com/emergency-dentist-near-me/
https://emergencydentistinhouston.com/abscess-tooth/


Symptoms of An Infected Tooth 

 

Symptoms of a tooth abscess include: 

 

1. You may sometimes experience a severe, constant, throbbing toothache that can spread to your 

jawbone, neck, or ear. 

2. Pain or discomfort while having hot and cold food. 

3. Feeling pain or discomfort with the pressure of chewing or biting 

4. Feeling feverish sometimes. 

5. Swelling in your face, cheek, or neck can lead to difficulty breathing or swallowing food. 

6. Tender, inflated lymph nodes beneath your jaw or in your neck. 

7. Foul odor in your mouth and a change in taste. 

8. A sudden rush of bad-smelling, foul-tasting, salty fluid in your mouth and ache relief if the abscess 

breaks. 

Effects Of Tooth Root Infection On Your Body 

 

Once the disease reaches your infected tooth to the bloodstream, various health conditions may emerge. 

Our body reacts automatically when bacteria and viruses attack it causing pain.  

Patients may suffer from the following health illnesses:  

  

1. Bone infection 

Your bone is the first thing to be targeted by bacteria close to your infected tooth, including your jaw bone. 

Bacteria cause bone infection when the infection reaches the bloodstream. 

  



2. Infection in sinuses through blood vessels  

Hollow Sinus Thrombosis is the infection of the blood vessels in the sinuses resulting in blood clots at the 

base of the brain. It is a rare and life-dreadful disease where the condition reaches the eyes, nose, ears, or 

teeth, carries through the veins around your face, and initiates more facial disorders. It’s hazardous and 

should be treated immediately upon diagnosis.  

  

3. Skin and fat infection or cellulitis 

Cellulitis is an infection that appears on the inner layer of the skin next to the skin fat, and you feel redness 

around your eyes, nose, and cheeks of facial cellulitis. It hurts and can lead to sepsis, which is a life-

threatening disease.  

Conclusion: 

 

You can save yourself from more health problems by addressing your tooth decay and chipped or cracked 

tooth as soon as possible and not leaving it untreated. Leaving a tooth abscess untreated can direct to heavy, 

even life-threatening, difficulties. 
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