THE ARTS AND CRAFTS OF TO-DAY. AN AD-
DRESS DELIVERED IN EDINBURGH BEFORE
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE AD-
VANCEMENT OF ART IN OCTOBER, 188g.

«“ A PPLIEDArt” isthetitle which the Society haschosen
Afor that portion of the arts which I have to speak to
you about. What are we to understand by that title?

I should answer that what the Society means by applied art
is the ornamental quality which men choosetoadd toarticles
of utility. Theoretically this ornament can be done without,
and art would then cease to be “applied”’—would exist asa
kind of abstraction, I suppose. But though this ornament to
articles of utility may be done without, man up to the pre-
sent time has never done without it,and perhaps neverwill;
atany rate he does not propose to do so at present,although,
as we shall see presently, he has got himself into somewhat
of a mess in regard to his application of art. Isit worth while
foramoment or two considering why man has neverthought
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* produit ayant subi une
transformation, méme minime,

par I'homme et qui se distingue ainsi
d'un autre provoqué par un
phénomene naturel.
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