Taming the West
Niveau : 3éme

Type d’activité : Tache finale

Compétence principale visée :

Produire un écrit

Compétences annexes mises en jeu :

-collaborer
-comprendre un texte ; interpréter une image
-synthétiser un ensemble de documents

Déroulement :

Constitution de groupes de 4 personnes.

Mise a disposition des 4 documents a chaque éléve mais un seul a travailler par personne.
Contrainte imposée au groupe : chacun des 4 documents doit étre traité par le groupe.
Travail individuel sur la tache de production d’écrit.

Possibilité d’aide entre les éléves si nécessaire, notamment sur I'étape de compréhension
de documents.

Travail collectif pour la synthése de documents. Production finale exigée = compléter 'outil

« les trois cercles concentriques »

Compréhension

Description




Name: Al+

“Westward the star of empire takes its way”, 1886, printed by Poole Bros., Chicago.

e Introduce the document: (nature, date, title, creator)
e Describe the document: (who, what, where, when, why)
e Who is the character represented on the image and what does it represent?

Name: A?

“Westward the Star of Empire”, by Theodore Kaufman, 1880, New York.

e Introduce the document: (nature, date, title, creator)
e Describe the document: (who, what, where, when, why)
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A2

o ; The Transcontinental Railroad (britannica.com)

%, S, The United States began building a transcontinental railroad in
1863 to connect the East Coast with the West Coast. Work
began from both sides of the country, meeting at Promontory,

Utah, in 1869. During those six years workers laid some 1,800

miles (2,900 kilometers) of track from Nebraska to California.

Up until the mid-1800s in the United States, people had few ways to get from the East Coast to the West Coast.
They could travel by covered wagon or stagecoach overland (it took five to six months), by ship around South
America, or by ship to Panama, where they boarded a second ship to go back north to the United States. The
journeys were long, expensive, and arduous. To ease the transportation difficulties, President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Pacific Railway Act in 1862. This act set aside land and money to build a transcontinental
railroad.

e When did the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad began?

e How long did it take to build it?

e How did people reach the West Coast before the railroad’s construction?

e How are the journeys West described?

“The work was brutally difficult, the pay was low,
and Chinese workers were injured and killed at a
very high rate. On the Central Pacific Railroad
alone, more than ten thousand Chinese workers
blasted tunnels, built roadbeds, and laid hundreds
of miles of track, often in freezing cold or searing

heat.” (Library of Congress, www.loc.gov)
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“Chinese workers building the railroad in 18657, Jake Lee, 1950.

Describe the painting by Jake Lee:
How many Chinese workers helped constructing the railroad?
Why was their job dangerous?

Why did Chinese migrants come to the United States? Were they satisfied?
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