
 

New Zealand’s history 
 1300 1769 1840 1907 1931 

     
New Zealand 

became a 
dominion 

(self‑governing 
community) 
within the 

British Empire. 

Treaty of 
Waitangi: the 
Māori gave 

control to the 
British in 

exchange for 
possession of 
their land. 

The Māori 
arrived from 
Eastern 
Polynesia. 

 

New Zealand 
joined the 

British 
Commonwealth, 

whose head is 
the British 
monarch. 

English 
explorer 
Captain Cook 
made his first 
voyage to the 
islands. 
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