GROUPWORK - The Constitution

- Read the following documents and prepare both a poster AND an oral presentation about The American

Constitution
- Also prepare 5 questions to ask to your classmates to make sure they listened and understood what you explained.

Guidelines :
- describe the content of the Constitution : what is the Bill of Rights ? How many amendments ?
- Explain when it was written ? Who was President at the time ? Why are the 1st, 2nd, 13th, 15th and 19th

Amendments very important ?

La Constitution des Etats-Unis est, selon ses propres termes, la

loi supréme des Etats-Unis d'’Amérique. Acceptée le

17 septembre 1787 par une convention réunie & Philadelphie, elle

s'applique depuis le 4 mars 1789. Modifiée par vingt-sept
T amendements, elle est une des plus anciennes constitutions
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Article 1 { or property. without due process of law; nor shall

Les dix premiers amendements forment la Déclaration des droits (Bill of rights). lls affirment des droits des citoyens,
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Jishment of religion. or prohibiting the free exen. | 109 compensation. sous la forme d'une limitation explicite des pouvoirs de 'Etat, notamment en matiére judiciaire. Il ne s'agit pas de
CiSissaloxsi oy the hacdom S specch, o1 of QArticle VI droits positifs que I'Etat doit garantir au citoyen, mais d'actions dont il doit s'abstenir & son égard. Tous ces

the press: or the right of the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the Government for a redress .
of grievances.

Il criminal tions, »the d shall Zii 3 . s "
e e il e s T e amendements ont été proposés par le premier Congrés le 25 septembre 1789 et ratifiés le 15 décembre 1791.

' an impartial jury of the State and district wherein
Qrticle 11 the crime shall have been committed., which district —
shall have been previously ascertained by law, and
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accu-
sation: to be confronted with the witnesses against
him: to have compulsory process for obtaining Wit-

Article 11 2‘32’::::]“[::—1 ![:;:;ﬂl:d to have the Assistance of
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well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

any house, without the consent of the Owner. i
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed Qrticle VII
by Iaw! . n Suits at common law, where the value in con-

troversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right

Article IV of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried There have been 27 amendments to the Constitution
.,w right of the people to be secure in their per- | by jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court i
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unrea- of the United States, than according to the rules of .
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, | the common law. beginning with the Bill of Rights, the first 10 amendments
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, . pi - : I
s ovted by Oath ot slirmation, asd pesticaluly Article VIIT

describing the place to be searched, and the persons a batl|shall ot be romtred) nor excassioe ratified December 15, 1791.
or things to be seized. fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-

ments inflicted.

Artile 5 Srticle 1X

.n person shall be held to answer for a capital, or |
hsiie tnlenous cohne. wuleds on 5 proseete | th enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
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when in actual service in time of War or public dan- |

ger: nor shall any person be subject for the same | Article X

offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or lmb: | ﬁ}\e powers not delegated to the United States by
nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be a | the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,
witness against himself. nor be deprivedof life, liberty, | d to the States respectively, or to the people.
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Le Congrés ne fera aucune loi qui touche ['établissement ou interdise le libre exercice d'une religion, ni qui
restreigne la liberté de parole ou de la presse, ou le droit gu'a le peuple de s'assembler paisiblement et d'adresser
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des pétiions au gouvernement pour le redressement de ses griefs
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Une milice bien organisée étant nécessaire & la sécurité d'un Etat libre, le droit qu'a le peuple de détenir et de porter
des armes ne sera pas transgressé.
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2, Article détaillé - XI1I® amendement de la Constitution des Etats-Unis.

L'esclavage est formellement interdit sur le territoire des Etats-Unis et tout territoire sous sa juridiction, sauf s'il
représente une « punition d'un crime dont le coupable aura été dament déclaré coupable ».
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2, Article détaillé : XV2 amendement de Ia Constitution des Etats-Unis. 1870

Le droit de vote ne peut étre restreint ou refuse en raison de la race ou d'une condition antérieure de servitude.
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1920

Le droit de vote ne peut étre restreint ou refusé en raison du sexe. George WASHINGTON
President from 1789 to 1797



