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First Ladies’ Power

g

Throughout history, First Ladies have
been charged with traditional “female” roles,
from planning the menu at state dinners to
decorating the White House at Christmas.

5 When they’re in the White House, First Ladies
often focus their efforts around broadly
supported, family-friendly issues, like literacy
or nutrition. Their recent comments about
family separation at the border’, though

10 pointedly political, also fit with a First Lady’s
traditional focus on family issues.

But they also have a long tradition of
being more outspoken than their husbands
on key issues, even when they occupy the

15 same White House. [...] Eleanor Roosevelt
supported an anti-lynching bill? that her
husband was resisting. Barbara Bush visited
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speech to popularize the phrase “When they
go low, we go high” in reference to Donald
Trump. Hillary Clinton used a 1995 speech
in Beijing to declare that “Women’s rights
25 are human rights.”

Without ever running for office or holding
an official political position, First Ladies
become among the most visible people in

¢ push for
the country. R iiatlon
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