
The Handmaid's Tale

A.The poster (doc 2)
- What strikes you the most ?
- What can you imagine the series is about ?

B. The trailer  (doc 3)  : watch it and understand the plot
- Who's speaking ? Identify as many details about her as possible

– Explain the situation : what happened ? What changed ?
– What's the effect of the voice over ?

C. The Handmaid's Tale : summary (doc 4) 
Watch the video and answer the questions
1.What's the name of the Christian fundamentalist regime depicted in the Handmaid's Tale?

2. What type of government has it established?
3. Where ?
4. who has the power in this governement ?
5. When was the novel published ?
6. What was happening at the time in the US ?
7. What was this movement advocating ?
8. What are the relationships between men and women in the novel ?
9. Name the 4 different women social classes of the novel.
Associate a colour to each of them.
10. Show that women are no longer free in this regime.
11. Recap what you have learnt about the main character.

D. The extracts from the article from The Guardian (doc 5)
Read the 6 extracts from the article.

-Explain what initial ideal America was built on ? Did this ideal survive ?

-Why does Atwood say : « science fiction is really about now » ?
Remember when and where she wrote the book and draw your own conclusions.

-How does modern day America resemble an « Atwellian » era and echo the Handmaid's tale ?

- What power or effect does dystopian fiction have ?




