


READING

1. Look and speak

a. Look at the title and at the picture
Try to define what « a slum » can be
A slum must be a dilapidated kind of housing.

b. look at the sources and introduce the document
This document is an article from BBC News written by Nils Blythe and published on February 26 th 2008.

c. Focus on the date and comment on it.
It was published a long time ago (12 years ago), so the situation may have changed.

2. Read and speak

a. Match each paragraph with a title

– a dilemma (paragraph 3 line 31 to line 35)
– a counter-argument ( paragraph 4 line 36 to the end)
– a project (paragraph 2 line 18 to line 30)
– a two-faced city (paragraph 1 line 1 to line 17)

b. List the causes for the growth of the slums 
 the 2 causes are the increase of life expectancy (line 9) . It means that people live older and older
and migration from other  poorer parts of India (l10)

c. What is Mehta's idea     ?  
He wants to destroy the slums and sell the land to property developers

d. Why is Mehta criticized     ?  
Because his project is too generous to the property developers and does not provide enough to the 
slums inhabitants.

e. Say if these statements are right or wrong and justify by quoting from the text.

– Mumbai is the only city in the world facing this type of issue
Wrong : « some of the problems faced by mega-cities around the world » (lines 16-17)

– Dharavi is in the suburbs of Mumbai
Right : « as Mumbai has expanded, the 600 acres of land which Dharavi occupies... » (lines 18-19)

– Dharavi has become attractive because of the development of Bombay
Right : «  Dharavi occupies has become increasingly valuable real estate » (line 19-20)

– Mehta's experience in property development has not been proved yet.
Wrong : « he made is fortune by building luxury homes in the US » (line 27)

– Mehta sustains social values in his project
– Right : « describes himself as a social entrepreneur » (line 28)

– Mehta's project is meant to suit all the inhabitants of the slum.
Wrong : « envisages building new apartments for 57,000 families […] there are something like 
90,000 families living in Dharavi » (lines 37-38)


