LET’S TALK ABOUT CHOOSING A CAREER
Finishing school is the beginning of an independent life for millions of school-leavers. It is the beginning of a far more serious examination of your knowledge, abilities and character. We usually say that all roads are open before the school-leavers: vocational and technical schools, institutes and universities. But actually it is very difficult to make up one’s mind and choose one of the hundreds of jobs. While at school I changed my mind a lot of times and couldn’t decide which science or field of industry to specialize in.
Generally pupils are not realistic in thinking about jobs. They have dreams of playing football for some big clubs, or becoming pop stars, or heart transplant surgeons or international experts of some kind. Teachers and parents try to channel that enthusiasm into something more realistic, to get the pupils away from their fantasy level without knocking the dream completely. But often it doesn’t work and school-leavers get disappointed in life.
Some students choose their future profession under the influence of their parents or friends, whose advice they find helpful and valuable. In my opinion the final choice should depend on what you are interested in. I want to enjoy my work and get satisfaction from it. Of course I would also like to have a well-paid job but above all it must be interesting and creative.
Like most of my classmates I made my final choice when I was in my last year at school. Until then it would have been difficult for me to give a definite answer as I had changed my mind too often. One day I wanted to be a film director, the next day I thought there wasn’t a better job than that of a journalist. I often talked about the choice of my future career with my father and he suggested that I should study humanities at a more profound level than they were taught at school. 
I can’t say I have made up my mind what my future career will be. But I’m sure it will be connected with the English language. I have always realized the importance of foreign languages in modern world. Firstly, it is essential for the development of international contacts. It is also required in the sphere of business and cultural relations. Secondly, it offers good job opportunities both in your home country and abroad. It’s natural that so many young people want to learn foreign languages and foreign language teachers are in great demand. Now my wish is to enter the Linguistic University and learn two or even three foreign languages really well so that I can have a good command of them and use them freely in communication and in my profession.
English is the major language of communication in such areas as science, computer technology, mass entertainment and international tourism. I find all of these jobs interesting and attractive. I understand that once you have made your choice you must be prepared to work really hard and systematically. I also realize that it is difficult to learn to communicate in a foreign language if you are not a sociable and easy-going person.
I think I possess these qualities and I hope I’ll make it to the Linguistic University and do well there. I don’t know exactly what practical use I’ll make of foreign languages in future. It may be either teaching or interpreting or journalism. 
I think I can find a job which involves a lot of travel, moving around, meeting lots of interesting people. I believe my future career will be connected with international tourism or journalism. At the same time I am aware of the disadvantages such jobs have. People who do these jobs often get fed up with travelling, living in the hotels and having little time to spend with their families. They have to work hard and stay late hours. Their jobs are often stressful and involve risks.
To make a conclusion I’d like to say that I am sure that after graduating from the university will become an educated person, useful for the society I live in. 
QUESTIONS
1. What is your idea of a good job?
2. Do many of your classmates want to go to universities or do they prefer to start working after leaving school?
3. What professions are the most prestigious in our country?
4. Who helped you to choose the profession?
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is more important for you: a good career or a happy family life?
