WEATHER AND CLIMATE
[bookmark: bookmark0]To begin with, I should say that weather and climate are different things. Weather depends on the season whether climate depends on a geographical position of a country. There are various types of climate: continental, tropical, moderate, polar, etc.
Belarusian climate is moderately continental with mild, humid winters, damp autumns and springs and warm summers. The average winter temperature is about -5 °C. The average summer temperature is around +18 °C. Taking into consideration, that there are no mountains and seas on the territory of our country, we are safe from earthquakes and hurricanes. It’s undoubtedly a benefit.
However, our climate underwent some changes recently due to global warming. Temperature fluctuations, warm winters with little snow and cold rainy summers become typical of our country alongside with other cataclysms.
And these climatic changes can be observed not only in our country but in the whole world. Average temperatures are becoming higher and higher. It means that ice melts and water level rises. Some islands are in danger of disappearing. Apart from that nowadays we have more hurricanes than we had 30 years ago. So it’s not a mistake to say that our ecological situation is getting worse and worse. Scientists are in search for the possible solutions to this problem. Let’s hope, they will be able to find it soon!
As to weather, it changes with the season. It can be wet, cold, rainy, stormy, sunny, hot, windy, cloudy, dry, etc. It is the most favourable topic for the British. The British weather is so changeable that it is often used as a way to break the ice and start a conversation. It is mostly under the influence of the geographical position of Britain. The country is washed by several seas so winters are mild and it often rains.
To my mind, each season is unique and nice in its own way. You can’t but admire the leaves of different colours on the trees in autumn or white carpet from snow in winter, the first snowdrops in spring and pleasant sunshine in summer. Of course, each season has its drawbacks as well. But nothing is perfect!
Weather is the power which is beyond human’s control. You can’t choose it or change it. In fact, it can influence people’s well-being and mood. Old people are especially vulnerable. Unfortunately, I am often prone to being unwell when weather is on the verge of changing. My blood pressure is low and it becomes even lower when temperature falls. As a result, my state of health is worsening and it takes me some time to get over.
So, to cut a long story short, I want to quote an English proverb: “There is no bad weather, there are bad clothes”. Though sometimes weather does have a negative influence on us, it’s possible to enjoy each season if we are dressed properly.
[bookmark: bookmark1]
