MONEY
To begin with, I would like to say that money plays an important role in our life. People use money every day to pay for things they buy. Money is an important option for people to communicate: they work for money, they go out to spend money, and they sometimes even make friends for money. But money also serves as a medium of exchange as people accept it for their goods and services. It is used as a “storehouse of value”. It is a “yardstick of value”. It also serves as a standard for future payments.
Nowadays there are many ways of earning money.
Some people become rich and famous due to their inventions and their natural talents. Bill Gates makes an example. Together with his friends from Harvard university he developed a version of the BASIC programming language. They founded Microsoft and he dropped out of the university to devote his time to it. Under his leadership the company expanded rapidly due to the success of its applications and operating systems. At the age of 31 Gates became the youngest millionaire in the USA. Now his fortune reached S80 billion, making him the wealthiest individual in the world.
Success in such competitive spheres as sport and show-business can be overwhelming and rather profitable. Claudia Schiffer is a successful German supermodel and businesswoman. She has her own fitness video and she spends a lot of time working with charities.
A lot of young people nowadays take up part-time jobs. They work as babysitters, shop-assistants or cleaners. So they earn their own money, which gives them a sense of independence. It also teaches them to appreciate any labor and the money their parents earn.
Some people win money in lotteries. Last year I read about a British plumber who had won £3 mln. He had ordered a new house and two cars and had also donated some money to charities. Even though that money would have been enough for him not to work any more at all, he said he would work any way.
There are also some people who agree to work without any pay. Volunteers help elderly people with shopping, preparing meals, cleaning and washing, they help the disabled and take part in different social and nature protection programs.
However, there are some people who do not want to work and try to get money illegally. For example, burglars break into houses and take most valuable things and hi-jack cars in order to resell them. Some of them can rob people in the street or even murder them as they don’t value a human’s life and labor at all.
As technologies advance, there has appeared a new type of criminals - hackers. They try to break through security systems and steal money from bank accounts. They also practice software pirating. Or some try to mislead others so that they would let out some private information on the Internet and they almost can’t be controlled there.
I realize that nowadays a lot of people find their happiness in having a big amount of money. It gives them a possibility to be independent, to afford expensive things, to travel all over the world and a lot more. Our modem society is often called the “consumers” society and I agree with it. People depend on the amount of money they have. Modem people are influenced by material values and the conveniences of modern life a lot more than by moral laws. But I’m not a person of that kind. As for me, I try to be open-minded, kind-hearted and have self-respect. I study hard at school in order to get good education, find a prestigious and well-paid job, become a professional and be useful for the society I live in.
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