LEARNING ENGLISH
I am lucky to have studied at a specialized school where I began learning the English language at the age of seven when I was in the first form. Our English teacher turned every lesson into an interesting game, which we enjoyed very much. It was real fun to learn English by playing games and singing songs. As we grew older our lessons became more instructive and serious. In senior forms we had English classes five times a week. Much attention was paid to grammar and writing, reading, speaking and listening. Getting ready for the English lessons didn’t take much time because our home tasks weren’t generally too bulky. They were mainly grammar and vocabulary exercises or texts for reading. I always came to class well prepared because I understood that you couldn’t make any progress in a foreign language without systematic work.
I am very grateful to my English teacher who devoted all her creative energy and talent to encouraging us to speak English in class. Teaching is her genuine calling. She is not only a highly qualified professional but a talented teacher as well, tolerant and patient with her students. At the same time she manages to get everyone to participate in class activities. Her lessons are never boring. She has been to different countries and has pen-friends in Britain and the USA. She often read passages from their letters to us and showed us pictures and slides she had brought from her trips.
I enjoyed our lessons very much. They encouraged me to read books by such writers as Somerset Maugham and Oscar Wilde in the original. I liked translating passages from English books into Russian. I often looked up unknown words in the dictionary. I am convinced that learning a foreign language is a hard job, it’s neither quick nor easy to learn to speak good English.
Our teacher succeeded in making us learn English individually at home and she welcomed our personal views on different activities. She did her best to convince us that the knowledge of foreign languages is essential for making a successful professional career. She said that every educated person should be able to speak at least one foreign language. The knowledge of English is especially important today. English is spoken and studied all over the world by more than 700 million people. It has become the language of international communication. International business and diplomatic relations are conducted in English. Nearly eighty per cent of scientific writing is in English and it is the international language of pop culture. This explains why many people are choosing English as a foreign language.
I want to perfect my knowledge of English, especially my speaking and listening skills. I don’t know what career I will follow in the future but I am firmly convinced that it will be connected with foreign languages.



