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A famous British scientist Francis Bacon said “Knowledge is power”. I fully agree here. In my view, the most important thing in every knowledge is blowing the mind and molding one’s personality. The way of thinking of every person strongly depends on his knowledge. The reason for it is that knowledge broadens people’s horizons, makes every person think and understand the world he lives in.
A child needs a teacher to help him become a literate and educated person. According to our constitution eveiybody has a right to a schoolplace for a child. These places are provided free of charge. Children study at school for 9 years then they may either continue their education at school or go to colleges and vocational schools. There is a wide choice of schools, colleges, vocational schools and universities to suit all tastes, income and inclinations. Primary and secondary school education is compulsory in Belarus.
In my view, the main principles of the educational system in our country are the priority of human values, national culture as the basis for education, humanism, scientific basis and support of gifted children. Any person can get the high- quality education according to his abilities and inclinations.
As I’ve already said, at the beginning a child needs a good teacher to help him open the door which leads to knowledge. No teacher can make you learn his subject if you don’t want to do it. A child should make much effort to learn and memorize new information, obtain knowledge and develop his or her logical and analytical thinking. All that is easily done when you have a clever teacher who loves his or her work and pupils. It’s very important when your teacher makes your lessons interesting and exciting, encourages you to study for mind developing, broadening your horizons and just for pleasure to get new information. As for me, since my first days at school English has become my favourite subject. At the age of 6 I was introduced into foreign speech and I was taught to read, write and listen to short texts in English. My first English teacher made each lesson an interesting game which I enjoyed.
It was exciting and interesting to learn English by playing games and singing songs. As we grew older our lessons became more instructive. Now learning English doesn’t seem to be an easy thing but our teacher makes it interesting. At our lessons we watch videos and listen to music, we discuss important problems and learn a lot about British and American culture, we learn to speak about our country in English.
Our teacher is very creative and hard-working. Her lessons are always catching and instructive. She is never indifferent to any of us. She has been to different countries, so she often brings pictures, books, magazines, letters and videos which make our lessons veiy exciting. She involves us in interesting Internet project activities which helps us understand foreign culture better. Our teacher devotes her energy to making us speak good English. Moreover, she has succeeded in getting us to leam English individually at home.
Giving this example, I try to show that a good teacher does a lot to help pupils enter the world of knowledge and wisdom. My teachers have shown me how to get knowledge, while reading books, periodicals, watching TV programs or surfing the Web. They help me understand that every person needs education and can get it by self-studying.
Speaking about my English teacher, I may say that she helped me love English. Now I read English books and periodicals on the Internet, watch TV and listen to music to improve my knowledge. I know what I should do to speak English fluently. I know that I will have to improve my knowledge throughout my life. So, 1 will continue learning foreign languages by travelling, watching TV, reading, listening, using self-training courses, surfing the Internet, communicating with my pen-pals and other foreign people. I’m going to learn German and Spanish in the future. English lessons showed me how to learn a foreign language. So, I think I will be able to do it either at special courses or by using self-training courses which include CDs, videos, text-books and exercises. I may follow such courses on my own and make progress as I go along.
As you know, our modern world makes a person be flexible and mobile, creative and inventive, literate and well-read, ecologically and socially conscious. It makes him know how to use modern technologies and leam foreign languages. Modem life makes a person broaden his horizons as long as he lives. People have to get education during all their lives.
A modem person has to know where and how to get information and knowledge in order to have a good job and be a success in the society. I may say that I’m lucky to have clever and tolerant teachers who help me get education as well as the knowledge how to obtain information and get knowledge in my future life.
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