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[bookmark: bookmark3]It’s important for every person to find a way of self-expression. And there’s nothing better than art to satisfy this need. Art is rich in forms. Visual arts include drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, installation, architecture. Applied arts are represented by different kinds of design. In this case art becomes not only beautiful but functional as well. Literature and performing arts such as music, theatre, film and dance are also popular forms of art.
For some people art becomes an inseparable part of their life. They devote themselves to it completely. For some people it’s just a hobby which helps them to get away from their daily routines. They can be called amateurs. Other people prefer observing to creating. They often go to theatres, galleries, exhibitions, concerts to find a source of joy and inspiration.
As for me, I enjoy different kinds of art and it’s hard to choose my favorite. Recently I’ve taken up photography as a hobby. I find it really fascinating to catch the right moment, find a good angle, experiment with the perspective to create something worthwhile. What I especially like about photography is that one shot can speak louder than words, touch people’s feelings, leave sweet memories. Isn’t it wonderful?
Once in a while I like to attend our National Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre or the Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus. As soon as you enter the theatre its interior with the marble tiles, columns and chandelier catches your eye. The repertoire offers about 60 titles of operas and ballets representing different styles and epochs. “Aida”, “La Traviata”, “Carmen Suite”, “Swan Lake”, “Romeo and Juliet” and many other masterpieces are successfully performed on its stage. The auditorium is always full, so make sure to book the tickets in advance!
When I have free.time, I don’t miss a chance to visit an exhibition or a picture gallery. The place which is undoubtedly worth seeing in Minsk is the National Art Museum. It is even called “a cultural house of Belarus”. It’s not only an art gallery but a modern educational and scientific centre. Its vast collections make up over 30,000 items of Belarusian and foreign art. Either with a guide or individually you can explore the works of ancient icon painting, textile, woodcarving and sculpture, paintings from the 17th to the 20th centuries. What is more, every year the National Art Museum organises Night of Museums. The visitors get a unique chance to see expositions for free and enjoy an unusual programme. Sounds interesting, doesn’t it?
Talking about our outstanding people whose contribution to the development of art is priceless, I should mention such artists as Marc Chagall, Napoleon Orda, Mikhail Savitsky. Classical music is performed at a high level by the Presidential Orchestra of the Republic of Belarus, the National Academic Concert Orchestra led by Mikhail Finberg, the Belarusian State Academic Symphony Orchestra. Our music bands “Pesniary” and “Siabry” have won not only national but also international recognition and love. Our pop singers Andgelika Agurbash, Bianka, Petr Elfimov, Irina Dorofeeva, Dmitry Koldun, Uzari, Max Korzh are well-known in the world. Among our famous actors I can name Stefania Stanuta, Irina Medvedeva and Vladimir Gostukhin.
[bookmark: bookmark4]Art is a language by means of which an artist communicates with the audience. It’s not always easily comprehended as in case of abstract art. But it definitely makes our life more diverse and colourful. It can also give us some food for thought. In each form there’s its hidden or vivid content. The aim of art is to arouse feelings. It can impress, surprise, shock, inspire, but it will never leave you indifferent.
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