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It’s common knowledge that tastes differ. Nowadays there are a lot of people who prefer to live in big cities, and, at the same time, there are others, who dream of living in the country.
It goes without saying that life in a big city has a lot of disadvantages. The first and foremost is an air- and noise-pollution. The car exhaust contains several pollutants and one of them is lead, which is particularly harmful to children, because their brains and nervous systems are more vulnerable than those of adults are. Besides, life in a big city is much more stressful and expensive than that in the country or in a small town.
There are too many people living together in one city, and the streets are crowded. Minsk has a population of 2 mln people, St. Petersburg has a population of 5 mln people, London – 8 mln people, New York – 9 mln people, Tokyo – 12 mln people. It also takes people a lot of time to get to work by metro, as there are long distances between the stations. In big cities drivers suffer from traffic jams, accidents and car crashes. Pedestrians suffer from the rush hour, constant queuing and irregularity of public transport.
But whatever the disadvantages are, I’m charmed with the speed of city life and great possibilities it gives. Living in a big city gives you a lot of advantages nowadays. Firstly, life in big cities is more anonymous. You can be what you want to be and do what you want to do without anybody getting upset about it, whereas in the country almost everybody knows you and expects you to live and behave in a certain way.
Secondly, there is so much going on in the city. You have access to a huge range of concerts of different types of music – pop, classical, jazz, rock – whatever you are looking for. There are a lot of theatres, cinemas, museums, art galleries, libraries to visit as well as big shopping centres where you can buy any goods you need.
Big cities are beautiful. They look modern with their tall buildings, interesting architecture and design. City dwellers are sociable and communicative. I find the city an easy place to make friends in. In fact, in a big city you have a much wider range of people to choose from and to make friends with.
I’d rather quote Samuel Johnson’s words, who said, “When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life.” To my mind it is true. If you are tired of fun, pleasure, comfort and excitement a big city offers you, you are either tired of life or, most probably, you need some relaxing break in a small town or in the country for a change.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To make a conclusion I’s like to say that you may travel around your country or even go abroad and you will see that all towns and cities are alike. The bigger they are the hastier their dwellers are. They are always in a hurry and late to live. People who live in cities and towns always have something to chase after. Constant lack of time makes them nervous and over strained. What’s the use of temporary achievements if you don’t even have time to enjoy yourself. If you add bad ecology to the pressure they have to live through, you will see that I take pity on them. People who live in the country usually have better health thanks to the environment they are lucky to enjoy. Health can’t be bought. If you are rich but ill, your money will not bring you happiness. People in the country have more time for themselves and fewer things which may distract them from really important things: health and education.
QUESTIONS
1. Where do you like to live: in the city or in the country?
2. Do you like the place where you are living now? Why?
3. What types of houses would you prefer to live in?
4. Why do young people want to live in big cities nowadays? What are the advantages or disadvantages of living in the country
5. What are the advantages or disadvantages of living in the country?
