READING

Manhattan: Actress Found Dead in Her Office

Objectif: Identifier I'information pertinente dans de courts articles de journaux décrivant des événements.
Ceintures: avec ce document, je m'entraine a la ceinture marron dans la compétence Lire et Comprendre.

Activity 1. Reading preparation. Avant de lire le texte, regarde bien e titre du document.

1. A ton avis, quel type de texte vas-tu lire (une recette de cuisine? Les paroles d’'une chanson? Un extrait de roman?
Un article de presse?)?

2. Que comprends-tu grace au titre ? Peux-tu répondre a certaines WH-Qs?
WHO: ..., WHERE: ... WHAT: .,

3. Quelles sont les informations que tu penses lire dans ce texte (réponds en frangais)?

Activity 2. Read the text twice (= 2 fois).
Ehe New PJork Eimes

November 3, 2006

Manhattan: Actress Found Dead in Her
Office

By AL BAKER

The police are investigating the death of an actress whose body was discovered on
Wednesday at her office in Greenwich Village, New York. The woman, Adrienne
Shelly, 40, appeared recently in “Factotum,” starring Matt Dillon.

The police said Ms. Shelly’s husband discovered her unconscious inside her office at
15 Abingdon Square. Emergency responders declared her dead there at 5:50 p.m.
According to forensics experts, the murder took place at about 3:30 p.m.

What really happened?

Shelly was working when a stranger broke into her office and strangled her. A rope
was found near the body.

The police first suspected Shelly’s husband but he had a perfect alibi. While he was
driving to her office, his car broke down and he pulled over. He stopped at a nearby
garage at about 3:25 p.m.

As they were looking for clues in the office, the police got an anonymous phone-call
on Shelly’s cell. The voice said: “Shelly’s husband is guilty!”
Further investigations are being carried out...

Source: The New York Times. A version of this article appears in print on Nov. 3, 2006, Section B, Page 4 of the
National edition.



Activity 3. Analyse the document

STEP 1. Vérifie tes hypothéses de l'activité de préparation. As-tu deviné certains éléments du texte? Si oui, lesquels?

STEP 2. Fais les premiers repérages : titre/auteur/date/source/type de document. Tu pourras ainsi le présenter.
Si tu ne sais pas a quoi correspond la source, fais une recherche sur internet.

WHAT=type of dOCUMENT e
WH AT = tile s
WHERE = source (blog, book, Mmagazine, €1C.)  .......ooiiiiiii i
WHO = aUtnor
WHEN = date
WH AT S 0PI e

Remplis les blancs de la phrase ci-dessous:

The document is a (type of dOC) ........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiin. taken from (SOUrCe)...........cocvevinnnnn. , written by (author)
on (+ day + month + year) ..........ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, IS title IS ...ooeneeii i . It deals
With (1OPIC). ..o

STEP 2. Faire les repérages. Il s’agit de comprendre les informations principales du document = compréhension
globale. (tu peux utiliser ta fiche méthode Comprendre un Texte)

STEP 3. Le vocabulaire, les champs lexicaux. Je repére s’il y a des mots qui vont ensemble, cela m’aide a
comprendre 'ambiance du texte, le ton (informatif, poétique, humoristique) = compréhension fine

AAAAA » Je repére les mots transparents
-» Je repére le vocabulaire que je connais déja
..... » Les champs lexicaux (les mots d’'un méme théme)



Manhattan: Actress Found Dead in Her Office: Questions

Activity 1. Answer the questions in English. Make sentences whenever possible.

a. Give information about the victim (name/age/genre/job).

Activity 2. TRUE or FALSE? Justify your answer by quoting the text. (“.............. )

a. Le crime a eu lieu a Greenwich, un quartier de Londres. U TRUE 0 FALSE
o Lo corps 2 16 Gbcomer das e coucr o vt OTRUE s
CLawctlmearecemmentlouedansunﬁlmDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
dCestlemanqwadecouvemecorpsDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
eLemeurtreaeu|leua550pmDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
fLawctlmetraval”altaumomentducnmeDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
gUnCOUteauaeteretrouvepreSducadavreDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
h Le mannafaltpas falt pamedelahstedessuspectsDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
I Lemanetaltaurestauramau momentducnmeDTRUE ..................... DFALSE
L mre o itme  ppel s o g poiable pour dbnoncer e mar, 0 TRUE £ FALSE

Activity 5. Vocabulary

Ecris les mots du texte qui font référence aux champs lexicaux suivants:



Autoévaluation. J’ai terminé |'activité. Je corrige puis je m’éva|ue (je coc]'\e |a case correspondante).

Téches Niveau Je maitrise

Expert

Confirmé

|ntermédiaire

Débutant

J’ai repéré |es mots transparents et ]e voca]9u|aire que je connais déjé

J’ai repéré Ies noms de lieux

J’ai repéré Ies marqueurs de temps

J’ai compris ]es inFormations principales

\J'ai repéré Ies mots (Jes clﬁamps Iexicaux

J entoure mon niveau de maltrise de compréhension écrite: F.xpert

ConFirmé

|ntermédiaire Déloutant

POUY PI’OgI’GSSGt’je [ L LT L L L L R LEETEPPRRE

Partie pro{"esseur: Niveau g]oba] de maitrise de compréhension écrite: Expert

Con{:irmé

Intermédiaire  Débutant




Manhattan: Actress Found Dead in Her Office: Key

Activity 3. Analyse the document

WHAT= an article

WHAT= Manhattan: Actress Found dead in her office
WHERE = The New York Times (newspaper)

WHO = Al Baker

WHEN = November 3, 2006

WHAT = The murder of an actress

The document is an article taken from the New York Times, written by Al Baker on November 3, 2006. Its title is
Manhattan: Actress Found Dead in Her Office. It deals with the murder of an actress Adrienne Shelly.

Activity 1. Answer the questions in English. Make sentences whenever possible.

a. The victim was Adrienne Shelly, a woman. She was forty years old and she was an actress.

Astuce! -» Tu peux aussi utiliser une proposition subordonnée relative, pour éviter les répétitions:
The victim was Adrienne Shelly, a woman who was forty years old and who was an actress.

b. She was strangled.
c. murder

Activity 2. TRUE or FALSE? Justify your answer by quoting the text. (“.............. ”)

a. FALSE “In Greenwich Village, New York”

b. X FALSE  “the body was discovered [...] at her office”

c. X TRUE “The woman, Adrienne Shelly, 40, appeared recently in “Factotum” starring Matt Dillon.”
d. X TRUE “The police said Ms Shelly’s husband discovered the body.

e. FALSE “the murder took place at about 3:30 pm”.

f. X TRUE “Shelly was working”.

g. FALSE “Arope was found near her body”.

h. FALSE “The police first suspected Shelly’s husband”

i. FALSE “He stopped at a nearby garage about 3:25 pm”.

j- FALSE “The police got an anonymous phone-call on Shelly’s cell”.

Activity 3. Vocabulary

Ecris les mots du texte qui font référence aux champs lexicaux suivants:

crime: death - body - dead - murder - strangled - rope - guilty
investigation: police - investigating - discovered - forensics experts - clues - anonymous phone call - investigations -
carried out (carry out = mener)



