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1.13 Geoffrey Chaucer ca 1343-1400
1. Listen and complete Geoffrey Chaucer's biography with the missing information.
Geoffrey Chaucer was born about (1) ________, the son of a rich wine merchant in London. As a young man, he followed Edward III's son to war in (2) ________ (← 1.5), where he was taken prisoner and ransomed by the king himself in 1360. Although his background was that of the urban (3) ________, Chaucer grew up in close contact with the royal family and travelled freely between England and France. During the 1370s his journeys also took him to (4) ________, where he became interested in Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio, and extended his readings in Latin to Virgil. In 1374 he was appointed to the office of Controller of the (5) ________ of Wool and Hides in the Port of (6) ________. He also became a Member of Parliament for Kent. He was trusted by the Crown and a well-informed participator in the politics of the day which included support for the (7) ________ of John Wycliffe and Lollardy. The year (8) ________ was quite a difficult one for Chaucer because he was dismissed from all his offices and therefore he was left without an income. In this period he began to work on his (9) ________, The Canterbury Tales. In 1389 he was appointed Clerk of the King’s Works at Westminster by King Richard II, and later saw his yearly pension doubled by Henry IV. In the same year, Chaucer rented a house at Westminster, where he lived till he died in 1400. He was the first poet to be buried in what is known as (10) ________ in Westminster Abbey.

The father of English literature
Chaucer is regarded as the father of English literature and as the first major secular poet. Firstly, he is one of the first English poets to be known by name. Secondly, his language, the dialect of his native London, gradually became standard English, thus becoming the basis of Modern English. Thirdly, in his masterpiece The Canterbury Tales, he was able to give a portrait of the English society of his time.
Chaucer's works are usually divided into three periods: the French, the Italian, and the English.
· The French period is so called because it includes poems modeled on French romance styles and subjects, such as The Romaunt of the Rose (before 1373) and The Book of the Duchess (ca 1368).
· The Italian period shows a greater maturity of perception and skill in the manipulation of the metres. To this period belong: The Parlement of Foules (ca 1380), a bird-and-beast fable; The House of Fame (ca 1383); The Legend of Good Women (ca 1385), which is the first known attempt to use the couplet in English; and Troilus and Criseyde (ca 1380-85), a long poem adapted from Boccaccio.
· The English period is marked by greater realism and includes Chaucer's most famous work, The Canterbury Tales (ca 1387-1400).

CULTURAL INSIGHT
Fourteenth-century English society
By the 14th century, a new middle class, both rural and urban, existed. Ongoing wars involved the merchants who lent money to the king for mercenaries. This gave more power to the merchant financiers based in the ports and towns. The freemen who owned land, called "yeomen," earned more from higher food prices, and those who farmed sheep made money from wool. The wool trade gave many people work—spinners, weavers, dyers, and those who transported the wool and cloth.
Cloth-making was the country's chief industry, but the artisans and tradesmen in the town were also butchers, bakers, smiths, shoemakers, tailors, and carpenters. They organized themselves in groups called "guilds" (from the Old English gild, meaning payment). The guilds were supported by the payments of their members, they controlled the quality of goods, regulated prices and wages, and laid down the rules concerning apprenticeship. They organized fairs where their members sold their produce and, on particular feast days, prepared a series of biblical plays to be performed in various places in the towns.
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Ecco le risposte per completare le frasi del primo esercizio sull'immagine:
1. 1343 (circa)
2. France
3. bourgeoisie
4. Italy
5. Customs
6. London
7. reforms
8. 1386
9. masterpiece
10. Poets' Corner
Queste sono le risposte corrette per completare la biografia di Geoffrey Chaucer.
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Ecco il testo con le risposte corrette inserite:

Geoffrey Chaucer was born about 1343, the son of a rich wine merchant in London. As a young man, he followed Edward III's son to war in France (← 1.5), where he was taken prisoner and ransomed by the king himself in 1360. Although his background was that of the urban bourgeoisie, Chaucer grew up in close contact with the royal family and travelled freely between England and France. During the 1370s his journeys also took him to Italy, where he became interested in Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio, and extended his readings in Latin to Virgil. In 1374 he was appointed to the office of Controller of the Customs of Wool and Hides in the Port of London. He also became a Member of Parliament for Kent. He was trusted by the Crown and a well-informed participator in the politics of the day which included support for the reforms of John Wycliffe and Lollardy. The year 1386 was quite a difficult one for Chaucer because he was dismissed from all his offices and therefore he was left without an income. In this period he began to work on his masterpiece, The Canterbury Tales. In 1389 he was appointed Clerk of the King’s Works at Westminster by King Richard II, and later saw his yearly pension doubled by Henry IV. In the same year, Chaucer rented a house at Westminster, where he lived till he died in 1400. He was the first poet to be buried in what is known as Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey.

Questo testo include le risposte corrette nei rispettivi spazi.
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Summarize this Geoffrey Chaucer was born about 1343, the son of a rich wine merchant in London. As a young man, he followed Edward III's son to war in France (← 1.5), where he was taken prisoner and ransomed by the king himself in 1360. Although his background was that of the urban bourgeoisie, Chaucer grew up in close contact with the royal family and travelled freely between England and France. During the 1370s his journeys also took him to Italy, where he became interested in Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio, and extended his readings in Latin to Virgil. In 1374 he was appointed to the office of Controller of the Customs of Wool and Hides in the Port of London. He also became a Member of Parliament for Kent. He was trusted by the Crown and a well-informed participator in the politics of the day which included support for the reforms of John Wycliffe and Lollardy. The year 1386 was quite a difficult one for Chaucer because he was dismissed from all his offices and therefore he was left without an income. In this period he began to work on his masterpiece, The Canterbury Tales. In 1389 he was appointed Clerk of the King’s Works at Westminster by King Richard II, and later saw his yearly pension doubled by Henry IV. In the same year, Chaucer rented a house at Westminster, where he lived till he died in 1400. He was the first poet to be buried in what is known as Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey.
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Geoffrey Chaucer, born around 1343 in London to a wealthy wine merchant, became closely connected to the royal family and served in various roles, including Controller of Customs and Member of Parliament. His travels to France and Italy exposed him to influential literary figures like Dante and Boccaccio. After a difficult period in 1386, during which he lost his official positions, Chaucer began writing The Canterbury Tales. He was later appointed Clerk of the King's Works and received a pension from Henry IV. Chaucer lived in Westminster until his death in 1400 and was the first poet buried in Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey.
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Create different chapters about this text Chaucer is regarded as the father of English literature and as the first major secular poet. Firstly, he is one of the first English poets to be known by name. Secondly, his language, the dialect of his native London, gradually became standard English, thus becoming the basis of Modern English. Thirdly, in his masterpiece The Canterbury Tales, he was able to give a portrait of the English society of his time. Chaucer's works are usually divided into three periods: the French, the Italian, and the English. The French period is so called because it includes poems modeled on French romance styles and subjects, such as The Romaunt of the Rose (before 1373) and The Book of the Duchess (ca 1368). The Italian period shows a greater maturity of perception and skill in the manipulation of the metres. To this period belong: The Parlement of Foules (ca 1380), a bird-and-beast fable; The House of Fame (ca 1383); The Legend of Good Women (ca 1385), which is the first known attempt to use the couplet in English; and Troilus and Criseyde (ca 1380-85), a long poem adapted from Boccaccio. The English period is marked by greater realism and includes Chaucer's most famous work, The Canterbury Tales (ca 1387-1400). 
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Here’s a breakdown of the text into different chapters:
Chapter 1: Geoffrey Chaucer – The Father of English Literature
· Overview of Chaucer's significance in English literature.
· His recognition as the first major secular poet in English.
Chapter 2: Chaucer and the Standardization of English
· Discussion of Chaucer's use of the London dialect.
· How his language contributed to the development of Modern English.
Chapter 3: The Canterbury Tales – A Portrait of Medieval English Society
· Exploration of The Canterbury Tales.
· How Chaucer depicted various aspects of English society through his characters and stories.
Chapter 4: The French Period of Chaucer's Literary Career
· Examination of Chaucer's early works influenced by French literature.
· Analysis of The Romaunt of the Rose and The Book of the Duchess.
Chapter 5: The Italian Influence – Maturity and Innovation
· Chaucer's Italian period and its impact on his literary style.
· Detailed study of works like The Parlement of Foules, The House of Fame, The Legend of Good Women, and Troilus and Criseyde.
Chapter 6: The English Period – Realism and The Canterbury Tales
· Transition to Chaucer's final literary phase, marked by greater realism.
· Focus on The Canterbury Tales and its lasting influence on English literature.
These chapters provide a structured approach to exploring Chaucer’s life, work, and his contributions to English literature.
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Chapter 1: Geoffrey Chaucer – The Father of English Literature
1.1 Introduction to Geoffrey Chaucer's Legacy
Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343–1400) is widely regarded as the "Father of English Literature" and is one of the most important figures in the history of English letters. His work marks a turning point in the development of English as a literary language and laid the foundation for future generations of poets and writers. Chaucer's contributions were not only literary but also linguistic, as he played a pivotal role in establishing English as a legitimate language for serious literary expression at a time when Latin and French were the dominant languages for literature and official communication.
1.2 Chaucer's Early Life and Career
Born into a prosperous merchant family in London, Chaucer was well-positioned to observe and participate in the social and political life of his time. His early exposure to the courts of Edward III and Richard II, combined with his experience as a diplomat, civil servant, and soldier, provided him with a rich understanding of the various strata of English society. These experiences deeply influenced his writing, allowing him to craft characters and narratives that reflected the complexity of the human condition.
1.3 Recognition as the First Major Secular Poet in English
One of Chaucer's most significant achievements is his recognition as the first major secular poet in the English language. Prior to Chaucer, much of the literature produced in England was religious in nature, written in Latin, and intended for a narrow audience of clerics and scholars. Chaucer, however, broke away from this tradition by composing works that dealt with a wide range of secular themes—love, politics, humor, and social criticism. His ability to write in a language that was accessible to a broader audience, combined with his use of the vernacular English of his time, allowed his works to reach a wider readership.
Chaucer's use of English was revolutionary. Before him, the majority of English literary works were written in Anglo-Norman or Latin, languages that were not widely understood by the common people. By writing in the London dialect, which was increasingly becoming the standard form of English, Chaucer helped to elevate English to a level of prestige that it had not previously enjoyed. This choice was not only a reflection of his personal preference but also a deliberate effort to make his works more accessible to the rising middle class, who were becoming more literate and influential in society.
1.4 Chaucer's Major Works
Chaucer's most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, is a collection of stories told by a diverse group of pilgrims on their way to the shrine of Thomas Becket in Canterbury. This work is not only a masterpiece of narrative but also a vivid portrayal of the variety of people and social classes that made up 14th-century English society. Each tale is told in a distinct voice, reflecting the storyteller's background and perspective, which allows Chaucer to explore a wide range of themes and moral questions.
Other notable works by Chaucer include Troilus and Criseyde, a tragic love story set against the backdrop of the Trojan War, and The Book of the Duchess, a dream vision elegy written in memory of Blanche of Lancaster. These works, along with his many shorter poems, demonstrate Chaucer's versatility as a writer and his ability to blend different genres, tones, and styles.
1.5 Chaucer's Influence on English Literature
Chaucer's influence on English literature is profound and far-reaching. His use of iambic pentameter, a metrical form that would later become the standard for English poetry, set a precedent for future poets, including Shakespeare and Milton. Chaucer's skillful use of irony, humor, and satire also paved the way for later writers to explore similar themes in their own works.
Furthermore, Chaucer's decision to write in English at a time when French and Latin were the dominant languages of literature and governance helped to establish English as a legitimate language for literary expression. His works contributed to the standardization of the English language, and many of the words and phrases he used became part of the common vernacular.
1.6 Conclusion
Geoffrey Chaucer's status as the father of English literature is well-deserved. His innovative use of the English language, his ability to capture the essence of human nature, and his contributions to the development of English poetry have left an indelible mark on the literary world. Through his works, Chaucer not only entertained his contemporaries but also shaped the future of English literature, ensuring that his legacy would endure for centuries to come. His recognition as the first major secular poet in English solidifies his place as a foundational figure in the canon of English literature.
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Reading Comprehension: Geoffrey Chaucer – The Father of English Literature
Read the following passage and answer the questions below:
Passage:
Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343–1400) is widely regarded as the "Father of English Literature" and is one of the most important figures in the history of English letters. His work marks a turning point in the development of English as a literary language and laid the foundation for future generations of poets and writers. Chaucer's contributions were not only literary but also linguistic, as he played a pivotal role in establishing English as a legitimate language for serious literary expression at a time when Latin and French were the dominant languages for literature and official communication.
Born into a prosperous merchant family in London, Chaucer was well-positioned to observe and participate in the social and political life of his time. His early exposure to the courts of Edward III and Richard II, combined with his experience as a diplomat, civil servant, and soldier, provided him with a rich understanding of the various strata of English society. These experiences deeply influenced his writing, allowing him to craft characters and narratives that reflected the complexity of the human condition.
One of Chaucer's most significant achievements is his recognition as the first major secular poet in the English language. Prior to Chaucer, much of the literature produced in England was religious in nature, written in Latin, and intended for a narrow audience of clerics and scholars. Chaucer, however, broke away from this tradition by composing works that dealt with a wide range of secular themes—love, politics, humor, and social criticism. His ability to write in a language that was accessible to a broader audience, combined with his use of the vernacular English of his time, allowed his works to reach a wider readership.
Chaucer's most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, is a collection of stories told by a diverse group of pilgrims on their way to the shrine of Thomas Becket in Canterbury. This work is not only a masterpiece of narrative but also a vivid portrayal of the variety of people and social classes that made up 14th-century English society. Each tale is told in a distinct voice, reflecting the storyteller's background and perspective, which allows Chaucer to explore a wide range of themes and moral questions.
Chaucer's influence on English literature is profound and far-reaching. His use of iambic pentameter, a metrical form that would later become the standard for English poetry, set a precedent for future poets, including Shakespeare and Milton. Chaucer's skillful use of irony, humor, and satire also paved the way for later writers to explore similar themes in their own works.
Furthermore, Chaucer's decision to write in English at a time when French and Latin were the dominant languages of literature and governance helped to establish English as a legitimate language for literary expression. His works contributed to the standardization of the English language, and many of the words and phrases he used became part of the common vernacular.

Questions:
1. Why is Geoffrey Chaucer often referred to as the "Father of English Literature"?
2. How did Chaucer's background and experiences influence his writing?
3. What is one of the key differences between the literature produced before Chaucer's time and his own works?
4. Describe the significance of The Canterbury Tales in Chaucer's literary career.
5. What impact did Chaucer have on the development of the English language?
6. Explain how Chaucer's use of iambic pentameter influenced future English poetry.
7. In what way did Chaucer's choice of language contribute to his recognition as a major poet?
8. What were the dominant languages of literature and official communication before Chaucer, and how did his work challenge this status quo?
9. Identify two literary techniques Chaucer used in his works and explain their significance.
10. How did Chaucer's work contribute to the standardization of the English language?

These questions are designed to assess comprehension of the key themes and details of the passage about Geoffrey Chaucer.
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Reading Comprehension: Geoffrey Chaucer – The Father of English Literature
Read the following passage and answer the questions below:
Passage:
Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343–1400) is widely regarded as the "Father of English Literature" and is one of the most important figures in the history of English letters. His work marks a turning point in the development of English as a literary language and laid the foundation for future generations of poets and writers. Chaucer's contributions were not only literary but also linguistic, as he played a pivotal role in establishing English as a legitimate language for serious literary expression at a time when Latin and French were the dominant languages for literature and official communication.
Born into a prosperous merchant family in London, Chaucer was well-positioned to observe and participate in the social and political life of his time. His early exposure to the courts of Edward III and Richard II, combined with his experience as a diplomat, civil servant, and soldier, provided him with a rich understanding of the various strata of English society. These experiences deeply influenced his writing, allowing him to craft characters and narratives that reflected the complexity of the human condition.
One of Chaucer's most significant achievements is his recognition as the first major secular poet in the English language. Prior to Chaucer, much of the literature produced in England was religious in nature, written in Latin, and intended for a narrow audience of clerics and scholars. Chaucer, however, broke away from this tradition by composing works that dealt with a wide range of secular themes—love, politics, humor, and social criticism. His ability to write in a language that was accessible to a broader audience, combined with his use of the vernacular English of his time, allowed his works to reach a wider readership.
Chaucer's most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, is a collection of stories told by a diverse group of pilgrims on their way to the shrine of Thomas Becket in Canterbury. This work is not only a masterpiece of narrative but also a vivid portrayal of the variety of people and social classes that made up 14th-century English society. Each tale is told in a distinct voice, reflecting the storyteller's background and perspective, which allows Chaucer to explore a wide range of themes and moral questions.
Chaucer's influence on English literature is profound and far-reaching. His use of iambic pentameter, a metrical form that would later become the standard for English poetry, set a precedent for future poets, including Shakespeare and Milton. Chaucer's skillful use of irony, humor, and satire also paved the way for later writers to explore similar themes in their own works.
Furthermore, Chaucer's decision to write in English at a time when French and Latin were the dominant languages of literature and governance helped to establish English as a legitimate language for literary expression. His works contributed to the standardization of the English language, and many of the words and phrases he used became part of the common vernacular.

Questions:
1. Why is Geoffrey Chaucer often referred to as the "Father of English Literature"?
· a) He was the first English poet to write entirely in French.
· b) He played a pivotal role in establishing English as a literary language.
· c) He was the first English poet to be published worldwide.
· d) He founded the first English literary society.
2. How did Chaucer's background and experiences influence his writing?
· a) He wrote mainly about religious themes due to his time in the church.
· b) His experience in the military influenced his war-themed poems.
· c) His exposure to various social strata allowed him to create complex characters and narratives.
· d) His background in merchant trade inspired his economic theories.
3. What is one of the key differences between the literature produced before Chaucer's time and his own works?
· a) Chaucer’s works were the first to be written in Latin.
· b) Chaucer’s works focused exclusively on religious themes.
· c) Chaucer wrote in a language accessible to a broader audience.
· d) Chaucer avoided any social or political commentary in his works.
4. Describe the significance of The Canterbury Tales in Chaucer's literary career.
· a) It was a religious text that solidified Chaucer’s reputation as a theologian.
· b) It was his first attempt at writing in French.
· c) It provided a vivid portrayal of English society through diverse characters and narratives.
· d) It was his only work written entirely in Latin.
5. What impact did Chaucer have on the development of the English language?
· a) He introduced French as the dominant language in English courts.
· b) He helped to establish English as a legitimate language for literary expression.
· c) He created a new alphabet for the English language.
· d) He encouraged the exclusive use of Latin in official documents.
6. Explain how Chaucer's use of iambic pentameter influenced future English poetry.
· a) It became the standard metrical form in English poetry.
· b) It led to the decline of rhymed poetry in England.
· c) It was rejected by later poets in favor of free verse.
· d) It was used exclusively for religious texts.
7. In what way did Chaucer's choice of language contribute to his recognition as a major poet?
· a) He wrote exclusively in Latin, appealing to the educated elite.
· b) He wrote in the vernacular English, making his works accessible to a broader audience.
· c) He composed his works in Old Norse, reaching a Scandinavian audience.
· d) He wrote in a secret code that only scholars could decipher.
8. What were the dominant languages of literature and official communication before Chaucer, and how did his work challenge this status quo?
· a) French and German; Chaucer promoted the use of German in his works.
· b) Latin and French; Chaucer wrote in English, challenging the dominance of these languages.
· c) Spanish and Italian; Chaucer introduced French as a new literary language.
· d) Gaelic and Welsh; Chaucer encouraged the use of these languages in literature.
9. Identify two literary techniques Chaucer used in his works and explain their significance.
· a) Hyperbole and alliteration; they added humor to his religious texts.
· b) Irony and satire; they paved the way for later writers to explore similar themes.
· c) Free verse and enjambment; they made his poetry more accessible to common people.
· d) Allegory and paradox; they were used to avoid political commentary.
10. How did Chaucer's work contribute to the standardization of the English language?
· a) He introduced new grammar rules that were adopted nationwide.
· b) His consistent use of the London dialect helped establish it as the standard for written English.
· c) He advocated for a return to Old English in all written works.
· d) He created a dictionary that standardized spelling and vocabulary.

These multiple-choice questions aim to test comprehension of the key themes and details of the passage on Geoffrey Chaucer.
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