Teaching Unit: Industrialisation and Its Consequences
Class: 4th Year, Linguistic High School
Duration: 4 hours (2 lessons of 2 hours each)
Objectives:
· Understand the process of industrialisation and its effects on 19th-century society.
· Analyze the social and economic impact of industrialisation, with a focus on the exploitation of women and children.
· Improve linguistic skills in English through reading, discussion, and written/oral production on historical and literary texts.

Lesson 1: Introduction to Industrialisation
Duration: 2 hours
Specific Objectives:
· Introduce the concept of industrialisation and its causes.
· Explore the social and economic changes brought by industrialisation.
· Develop specific vocabulary related to the historical period.
Lesson Phases:
1. Introduction (15 min):
· General presentation of the topic through a brief explanation of the historical context (late 18th century – mid-19th century).
· Brainstorming with students: "What do you think of when you hear the term industrialisation?" (e.g. machines, factories, technological revolution, etc.).
2. Activity 1: Presentation of Key Concepts (30 min):
· Short video (5-10 min) in English on industrialisation (with English subtitles), followed by a guided discussion.
· Explanation of concepts like mass production, urbanisation, and class divide.
· Introduction to key vocabulary: factory work, exploitation, workforce, wages, urbanisation, child labour, industrialists.
3. Activity 2: Guided Reading (30 min):
· Reading of a short text in English describing the impact of industrialisation (e.g., an excerpt from Charles Dickens' Hard Times).
· In pairs, students underline important words and phrases and discuss them with the group.
4. Activity 3: Class Discussion (20 min):
· Open discussion on how industrialisation changed daily life, focusing on the conditions of working families, women, and children.
· Guiding questions: “What were the working conditions like during the industrial era?” and “How did industrialisation affect children and women?”
5. Homework:
· Write a short paragraph (80-100 words) in English on the following topic: "What were the main consequences of industrialisation on workers?".

Lesson 2: The Exploitation of Women and Children during Industrialisation
Duration: 2 hours
Specific Objectives:
· Deepen the analysis of the exploitation of women and children in factories during industrialisation.
· Encourage critical thinking through the comparison of historical reality and literary representations.
Lesson Phases:
1. Review and Discussion (15 min):
· Review the homework: discussion of the paragraphs written by students.
· Brief recap of the topics covered in the previous lesson.
2. Activity 1: Literary Text Analysis (40 min):
· Reading of an excerpt from Oliver Twist or Hard Times by Charles Dickens, describing exploited children in factories.
· In groups, students discuss the characters' conditions and relate them to the historical reality discussed in the chapter.
· Share observations with the class.
3. Activity 2: Debate (30 min):
· Debate simulation: “Should children have been allowed to work during the Industrial Revolution?”
· Students are divided into two groups (pro and con) and must prepare arguments based on the texts read and the information learned.
4. Conclusion and Final Reflection (20 min):
· Final discussion on how the exploitation of women and children in the 19th century is perceived today.
· Reflection questions: “How would you feel if you had to work in a factory as a child?” and “What rights do workers have today that they didn’t have in the past?”
5. Homework:
· Prepare an oral presentation (2-3 minutes) on a chosen topic: "The Role of Women in the Workforce during Industrialisation" or "The Representation of Child Labour in Dickens' Novels".

Assessment:
· Active participation in discussions (20%).
· Written paragraph assigned in the first lesson (30%).
· Final oral presentation (50%).

Materials:
· Literary texts: excerpts from Oliver Twist or Hard Times by Charles Dickens.
· Educational video on industrialisation (in English, with subtitles).
· Vocabulary worksheets and reflection questions.
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