Year 10 English Curriculum: English Literature from Origins to the 15th Century (1 Hour/Week)
Total Hours: 33 Hours for the Year

Term 1: Beginnings of English Literature (Weeks 1-9)
Weeks 1-2: Introduction to Old English and Anglo-Saxon Culture
· Overview of Old English: Introduction to the language, culture, and oral tradition.
· Reading and Analysis: Introduction to manuscripts and the scop's role in preserving stories.
Weeks 3-5: "Beowulf"
· Reading and Analysis: Key passages from "Beowulf."
· Themes Discussion: Heroism, loyalty, and the struggle between good and evil.
· Literary Techniques: Kennings and alliteration.
Weeks 6-7: "The Dream of the Rood"
· Reading and Analysis: Selected excerpts from "The Dream of the Rood."
· Themes Discussion: Sacrifice and redemption.
· Symbolism: The cross as a living entity.
Weeks 8-9: "The Wanderer" and "The Seafarer"
· Reading and Analysis: Key passages from both poems.
· Themes Discussion: Exile, fate (wyrd), and the search for meaning.

Term 2: Middle English Literature and the Norman Influence (Weeks 10-18)
Weeks 10-11: Introduction to Middle English and the Norman Conquest
· Historical Context: The Norman Conquest’s impact on the English language.
· Introduction to Middle English: Overview of linguistic shifts.
Weeks 12-14: "Sir Orfeo"
· Reading and Analysis: Key passages from "Sir Orfeo."
· Themes Discussion: Love, loyalty, and the fusion of Celtic and classical myths.
Weeks 15-16: "The Owl and the Nightingale"
· Reading and Analysis: Selected passages from "The Owl and the Nightingale."
· Themes Discussion: Debate literature, humor, and social critique.
Weeks 17-18: Medieval Ballads
· Reading and Analysis: Selected ballads (e.g., "Sir Patrick Spens").
· Themes Discussion: Tragedy and adventure.

Term 3: Geoffrey Chaucer and "The Canterbury Tales" (Weeks 19-27)
Weeks 19-21: Geoffrey Chaucer and His Influence
· Introduction to Chaucer: Life, significance, and influence on English literature.
· Language Focus: Understanding Middle English through Chaucer’s writing.
Weeks 22-27: "The Canterbury Tales"
· Reading and Analysis: Selected tales (e.g., "The Knight’s Tale," "The Wife of Bath’s Tale").
· Themes Discussion:
· "The Knight’s Tale": Chivalry and fate.
· "The Wife of Bath’s Tale": Gender roles and power dynamics.
· Narrative Structure: Frame narrative and social satire.

Term 4: Late Medieval Literature and the Pre-Renaissance (Weeks 28-33)
Weeks 28-30: "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight"
· Reading and Analysis: Selected passages from "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight."
· Themes Discussion: Chivalry, temptation, and honor.
· Symbolism: The Green Knight and the pentangle.
Weeks 31-33: The Transition to the Renaissance
· Introduction to Pre-Renaissance Thought: Shifts in themes and literary styles.
· Summary and Review: Recap of major themes and developments from the Old English period to the late Middle Ages.
· Final Project: Comparative analysis or creative synthesis of themes studied.

Assessment Overview
· Formative Assessments: Quizzes, reading comprehension exercises, and brief discussions.
· Summative Assessments: Short essays, character studies, and oral presentations.
· Final Project: A creative or analytical project synthesizing themes across the curriculum.
Supplementary Materials
· Middle English Reader: Basic understanding of Middle English.
· Documentaries: On Anglo-Saxon and medieval England to supplement understanding.
· Optional Reading: "The Battle of Maldon," selected medieval ballads, or mystery plays.
This streamlined curriculum provides a focused exploration of English literature from its beginnings to the 15th century, balancing key texts and essential themes within the constraints of a 33-hour schedule.
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