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and the pope had rewarded him with the title Fidei
Defensor, Defender of the Faith. The pope must
have regretted his action. The letters “F.D."” are
still to be found on every British coin.

Like his father, Henry VIII governed England
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through his close advisers, men who were < The disso |

completely dependent on him for their position. beggars. he greatest act of official dcstn.m,()

But when he broke with Rome, he used Parliament P“)hably : of Britain. A
to make the break legal. Through several Acts of the history .« hreak with Rome
Parliament between 1532 and 1536, England Henry pmved thaF his rtic i ;1{1( Was nei]
became politically a Protestant country, even 1 religious nor & xllP|f’r.T]a renchin S T ai ]ier
though the popular religion was still Catholic. loyal to Catholic r(f?lll;gelé)ltli R igt’ 3}2;1 cxcu:rt.i
Once England had accepted the separation from mes'mntb Wh;: gharles V of Spain agai(%m Mady
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Rome Henry took the English Reformation a step an ““m,n,c | reasons hoth of them were will "Ny
further. Wolsey’s place as the king’s chief minister For politic? -re] over Catherine of Aryg,, "8t
was taken by one of his assistants, Thomas forget the q:jj’a hreak with Rome. ™ ang
Cromwell. Henry and Cromwell made a careful also Englands | , |

survey of Church property, the first properly Henry died in 1547, |e?avm8 behfnd his Sixth Wi
organised tax survey since the Domesday Book 450 Catherine Parr, and his three Ch'lqren- Mary rhe\
years earlier. Between 1536 and 1539 they closed oldest, was the daughter of Cathenne of Arag, n e
560 monasteries and other religious houses. Henry Elizabeth was the daughter of his second Wife
did this in order to make money, but he also Anne Boleyn, whom he had executed bec‘“l\“c "
wanted to be popular with the rising classes of was unfaithful. Nine-year-old Edward w the N
landowners and merchants. He therefore gave or of Jane Seymour, the only wife whom Ht‘nry h\‘ o
sold much of the monasteries’ lands to them. Many really loved, but who had died giving b}, to }:d
smaller landowners made their fortunes. Most only son. .
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