The golden fund of Belarusian Cinema
Belarusian cinema is 90 years old. The history of the national cinema dates back to the black-and-white silent film “The Forest Story” shot in 1926 in Leningrad, as the production base of “Belgoskino” did not exist at that time. The studio moved to the capital of Belarus in 1939. 9 years later it got its present name – “Belarusfilm”.

Today, the national film studio is one of the leading film studios in Eastern Europe with a complete production cycle able to produce up to 15 feature films, 40 documentaries and 10 animated films annually. Filmmakers from other countries, particularly Russia, use the services of “Belarusfilm”.
The rise of the Belarusian cinema dates back to the 1950s and 60s. The films that still fascinate the audience in the former Soviet space were shot at that time. Among them are “Konstantin Zaslonov”, “The Clock Stopped at Midnight”, “A Girl Looks for a Father”, “I Come From Childhood”, “Alpine Ballad”, “The City of Masters”, etc.

The films based on works by Belarusian writers have always been of great success among moviegoers. “People of the Marsh”, “The Storm’s Breath” based on the dilogy by I. Melezh, “Sign of Misfortune” and “Alpine Ballad” based on the short novels by V. Bykov, “King Stach’s Wild Hunt” based on the novel by V. Korotkevich, “Come and See” based on the short novel by A. Adamovich — these films are included in the golden fund of Belarusian cinema.

The mastery of the domestic filmmakers was at different times highly evaluated at international film festivals. The first Soviet mystical thriller “King Stach’s Wild Hunt” (directed by V. Rubinchik) won awards at several film festivals:

· The Grand Prix at the 1st International Film Festival of detective and mystery films “Mistfest” in Cattolica (Italy, 1980), Special Jury Prize;

· V. Shendrikova won the “Best Supporting Actress” award at the 10th International Film Festival of horror movies and science fiction in Paris (France, 1980);

· Special Jury Prize at the 4th International Film Festival in Montreal (Canada, 1980), prize at the 19th International Film Festival of science fiction films in Trieste (Italy, 1981);

· Award at the International Film Festival “Filmex” in Los Angeles (USA, 1981);

· The Grand Prix at the International Film Festival of mystical and sci-fi films in Brussels (Belgium, 1983).

The film “People of the Marsh” (directed by V. Turov), based on the novel by Ivan Melezh, among other awards, won also a special jury prize for its cast at the 23rd International Film Festival in Karlovy Vary (Czechoslovakia, 1982). The social drama about drug addicts “Under the Blue Sky” (directed by V. Dudin) won several prestigious awards at the 47th Venice International Film Festival (Italy) in 1990, namely the prizes of the Italian film societies, the Italian critics and the audience award. In 1994 the military drama directed by Viktor Turov “Through the Cemetery” was included in the list of 100 best films of the world by UNESCO.

During the last years films created in Belarus were awarded at various film festivals. Among them are “Anastasia Slutskaya”, “Guide”, “Dunechka”, “In August of 1944”, “The Brest Fortress”. This year the film “In the Fog” (directed by S. Loznitsa), called by critics “an existential drama based on partisan material”, won the award of the International Federation of Film Critics FIPRESCI at the 65th International Film Festival in Cannes (France).
