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Today it's quite evident that everyone should know at least one foreign language. Knowing one or more foreign languages makes it possible to get acquainted with different ways of thinking, to understand a new civilization. Learning a foreign language stimulates mental abilities and gives you a chance to appreciate a new literature, another culture and to broaden your horizons. Besides, knowing foreign languages has a practical value. It makes it easier to choose a profession and provides job promotion. It helps improve the quality of your work, because it reduces the time lost on obtaining the necessary information. At present many professions such as a pilot, a doctor, a programmer, an economist, a manager and many others requires a working knowledge of at least one foreign language. People all over the world speak almost 3,000 languages. Some languages are spoken by millions of people, others by only some hundreds. The most wide-spread language in the world is Chinese. Among a great number of languages that exist on our planet today there are some which stand out. Scientists distinguish 13 great languages - English, Russian, Spanish, Hindi and Urdu, Indonesian, Arabic, Bengali, Portuguese, Japanese, German, French, Italian and Chinese. English is considered to be a lingua franca. It's a language of politics, science, trade and cultural relations, aviation, international sport and pop music. English is becoming more and more the language for practical use. It is nowadays second only to Chinese. It is the official language in44 countries, 75% of the world's mail is in English and 50% of world's periodicals are printed in English. It is known different languages can come into fashion and go out of it. Nowadays English is the most fashionable language. As for me, I am learning English. The most difficult and boring task in learning languages is learning new words. My personal experience shows...
