THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE BRITISH ISLES AND ENGLAND

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is situated on the British Isles. It consists of four parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. England, Wales and Scotland occupy the territory of Great Britain. Northern Ireland is situated in the northern part of Ireland. The territory of the United Kingdom is about 244000 square kilometers, it takes the 75th place among other countries in the world. Great Britain is separated from the continent by the North Sea, the English Chanel (or La Manche), the Straits of Dover (or Pas de Calais) and the Atlantic Ocean. The mountains, the Atlantic Ocean and the warm waters of the Gulf Stream influence the climate of Great Britain. It is mild the whole year round. The northern and western parts of the country are mountainous and are called the Highlands. All the rest (south, east and center) is a vast plain which is called the Lowlands. The mountains are not very high. The highest peak in Scotland is Ben Nevis, 1343 m. In Wales the highest peak is Snowdon. 
The rivers are not long. The most important of them are the Severn, the Thames, and the Trent. The Severn is the longest river. There are many beautiful lakes in the mountainous parts of the country. Here is the Lake District which consists of 16 lakes or "lochs" as they call them. 
The national emblem of England is the Red Rose, the national bird is the Robin Redbreast. The national emblem of Wales is the daffodil and leek. The national emblem of Scotland is the thistle. The national emblem of Northern Ireland is the shamrock.
The UK is inhabited by the English, the Scots, the Welsh and the Irish who constitute the British nation. English is not the only language. Scottish, Welsh and Irish are also used. The flag of the UK is known as the Union Jack. It has its history. It all began in 1603 when Scotland was joined to England and Wales . The flag is made up of 3 crosses. The upright cross is the Cross of St.George the patron saint of England . The white diagonal cross is the cross of St.Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland . The red diagonal cross is the cross is the cross of St.Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland . All of them are on the blue background. The national anthem is «God Save the Queen». The national currency is pound.
The population is more than 57 million. The largest cities in Great Britain are: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, Sheffield, Leeds, Nottingham, Liverpool, Bristle, Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow. The largest ports of the country are: Belfast, London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Cardiff. The capital of the country is London. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. It has a monarch - a King or a Queen. The present British monarch is Queen Elizabeth the Second. She became Queen in 1952. The monarch has little power and reigns with the support of Parliament. British Parliament consists of two Houses, the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Parliament and the monarch have different roles in the government of the country. In reality, the House of Commons has true power. It introduces new bills, which then go to the House of Lords for approval. Then the monarch signs them. The functions of the Queen are to open the sessions of the Parliament, to head the commonwealth, to be Commander-in-Chief, to declare war, to make peace. The country is ruled by the elected government with the Prime Minister at the head. There are three main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour, the Conservative, and the Liberal parties.



