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Typical writing tasks in exams at level B2 include a story, a description of a place, person or event, a review (of a book or
a film), a ‘for and against’ essay, an opinion essay, an article, and various types of formal and informal letters.

GENERAL TIPS: HOW TO WRITE A GOOD COMPOSITION IN AN EXAM
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Read the rubric carefully. It will state what kind of text you are supposed to write and may specify the points which
you have to include in your composition. Depending on the exam task, the rubric may also give you the title, the
first or the last sentence, or a word limit. Look at the following sample exam task:

You are planning to go to the cinema with your English friend Mark this weekend. He has sent you links to
information about three films and would like to know which one you would like to see.

FAKE EVIDENCE ACCIDENTAL LOVE REPENTANCE

A fast-paced thriller set in A romantic comedy with a plot A powerful psychological drama
Bangkok. A former spy is falsely ~ which you can actually believe in. ~ set in Italy during World War II.
accused of smuggling drugsand  Jim has an accident skiing and is A lieutenant with the German
forced to run. While he is trying  taken to hospital where he meets ~ army helps rescue civilians from
to prove his innocence, he meets ~ Anne, who is working there as a besieged Italian town...

a beautiful customs officer... a nurse...

Write an email of 120 and 180 words to Mark. Include the following information:
» say which film you would like to see and explain your choice,

« ask when it is on,

» suggest a place where you can meet.

Begin your email like this: Hi Mark,

The instructions require you to write an email to a friend, so you can use informal language. There are three points
that you have to include, listed as bullet points. There is a word limit you must not exceed and an opening you have
to use. You may underline all these elements in the exam task and check if you have included each of them after you
finish writing.

If you have a choice of topics, choose one which will give you the best chances of success. The following questions

will help you:

+ Do | know what | would like to write on this topic?

« Do | know the formal features of this type of text (essay, description, etc.)?

« Do | know enough vocabulary associated with the topic?

Think about the content of the composition. Read the rubric carefully one more time to make sure you have not

overlooked any key points. You can note down various ideas and then choose the best ones.

Make a plan of your composition:

+ Have a look at the ideas you have noted down. Choose the ones that best suit your purpose. Think about how
they are connected. Number them in the order in which you want to put them in your text. Decide how many
paragraphs there will be.

+ Decide what you are going to write in the introduction and in the conclusion.

Think about what style is appropriate for the text you are going to write.

Note down or recall some sophisticated words or phrases, appropriate to the subject and the text type.

Write a rough draft of your text. Try to vary your vocabulary and structures.

Count the words in your draft. If it is a bit too long, look for words you can delete (e.g. uninteresting adjectives). If it

is much too long, you will need to delete whole sentences; but be careful not to delete content required by the exam

task. If the text is too short, think about which ideas you can develop further. :

Read the whole text carefully; check that the division into paragraphs is logical and that they are of a similar length.

Correct any grammar, spelling or punctuation mistakes. If you spot any repetition, try to replace the repeated word

with a synonym.

Write the final version of your coposition. Write legibly. Remember that the division between paragraphs must be

visible and always marked in the same way (space or indentation, or space and indentation, but not a mix of styles).

While working on the rough draft, keep an eye on the time. If you realise you have too little time to complete it and

then rewrite it, move on to the final version, so that you do not end up handing in an unfinished text.




STORY

Exam TIPS

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES » 33

1 First think of the main points of your story: what
is going to happen, where, when, and who the
character(s) will be.

2 Details make a story come alive. They can be details
of the scenery, not only visual, but perceived by all
the senses, e.g. sounds or smells. Or you can add
details about people, their appearance and their
behaviour; or about characteristic objects. In such
a short story it is not possible to fit in many details,
but even a few will make it more attractive.

3 It makes sense to describe the most important
event in detail. Developments that lead up to the
main event should be described concisely to avoid
exceeding the word limit.

EXaMTASK

Chsssmsunscunw

4

5

Use different narrative tenses. In most sentences
you will need the Past Simple to present the events
in chronological order, but try to use the Past
Continuous to set up the scene at the beginning, the
Past Perfect for retrospection, and would+infinitive
to show that the characters are thinking or talking
about the future,

In the ending you may mention, for example,
reactions to the event, its consequences, or the
conclusions that the characters drew from it.

The style of the story may be literary or somewhat
colloquial, but it should be consistent.

o Write a story about a dangerous accident with a happy ending, entitled ‘Lucky to be alive’.

LUCKY TO BE ALIVE

It was a dark and stormy night in November. It was raining so hard that the
windscreen wipers were no longer coping. My brother Charlie and | were driving
down a small country road in Lancashire, trying to get home in time for supper.

Suddenly a dark shape came into view, just metres ahead of us. Someone had left
2 trailer with no lights on the side of the road. Charlie slammed on the brakes and
swerved. The car skidded on the wet tarmac and soared into the air.

it couldn't have lasted more than a few seconds, but | remember it as an eternity.
As the car turned over in the air, | thought about our mother waiting for us. In the
morning a policeman would come and tell her we were dead. Then the car hit

the soft ground and rolled over. There was a terrible noise of shattering glass and
oreaking steel, but still no pain. Finally everything was still. | was suspended upside
cown in my seatbelt, uncomfortable but unhurt. | heard Charlie’s voice.

Jemy?
Charlie? Are you OK?'
1ve lost my glasses!

‘zughed with relief. We got out of the car, which was a complete wreck, and walked
=== remaining three miles home in the rain. In the morning we would have to go to
== police station and report the accident. But for now, the pure joy of being alive

carried us through that November night.

i INTRODUCTION: TIME, PLACE,
i CHARACTERS

: EVENTS LEADING UP TO

i THE MAIN EVENT

~ : DETAILED PRESENTATION
. OF THE MAIN EVENT

CONCLUSION: REACTIONS AND
: CONSEQUENCES

= the above sample answer underline:
2 =xamples of the tenses mentioned in tip 4,

& two or three examples of details mentioned in tip 2.
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DESCRIPTION (OF A PLACE, PERSON OR EVENT)

Exam TIPS

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES » 33

1 The person, place or event you describe can be real or
imaginary. The advantage of choosing a real subject
is that you do not have to imagine it (or him/her).
The advantage of writing about an imaginary subject
is that you can give it characteristics which will allow
you to show off the sophisticated vocabulary you
know.

2 The rubric may tell you to focus on a specific aspect
of the place, person or event described, e.g.: Describe
a teacher you admire for his or her ability to interest
students in his/her subject and for his/her approach
to young people’s problems. Remember to take this
aspect into account in your description.

3 Your description should have a clear structure. This
might be for example:

a first a general impression, then the details;
b a mistaken first impression followed by a revised,
more accurate view of the person or place;

c what the person or place looked like in the past
and what he/she/it looks like now;
d chronological order in describing an event.
The style of the description should be consistent.
When describing a place it is worth concentrating on
what is special about it, especially if a specific aspect
is required by the rubric.
When describing a person do not list all the possible
physical characteristics. It is better to concentrate on
a few characteristic features, especially those which
say something about his or her personality, e.g. the
smile. When describing personality traits, remember
to illustrate each one with an example of the person’s
behaviour. The topic may suggest the characteristics
you will focus on.
A description of an event will be livelier and more
interesting if it contains colours, smells, sounds and
feelings.

examrASK

o Describe a person your negative first impression of whom was wrong.

| remember how | first saw him. We were gathered in the big hall for some school event,
and he was taller than everyone there. Who's that? | asked my friend Miriam.
‘Don’t you know him? That's Chris, captain of the football team.

He certainly looked like a footballer. Tall, muscular, with close-cropped hair, wearing
some sort of sports outfit and trainers. Primitive macho, | thought, not my kind of
person at all. Probably arrogant as well.

| couldn’t have been more wrong, as | soon discovered. He was talking to his friend -
about the latest match, | assumed, until | heard him mention the name of a little-known
‘ poet whom | was also reading. That's how | found out Chris is intelligent and well-read.

| Not only are his academic results outstanding, but he's also seriously into literature
and cinema, and his conversation is fascinating.

[ Despite all his sporting and intellectual achievements, he's appealingly modest.
Everything | know about those successes I've learned from other people, because he
doesn’t talk about them.

Most importantly, he's a gentle, considerate person, always careful not to hurt
anyone’s feelings. Thanks to his tact and mediating skills there are very few conflicts in
the football team.

By getting to know Chris better, by talking to him and observing his interactions
with people I've learned that my first impression of him was entirely mistaken. 'm
glad I've had the opportunity to realise that and to gain such a wonderful friend.

" INTRODUCTION: INFORMATION
: ABOUT THE PERSON BEING

: DESCRIBED (NAME, FUNCTION,
: HOW YOU KNOW THEM)

"t FIRST IMPRESSION: PHYSICAL
: APPEARANCE, FIRST OPINION
: (NEGATIVE AND FALSE)

TRANSITION FROM THE FALSE

: FIRST IMPRESSION TO THE
. - TRUE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
- - PERSON BEING DESCRIBED

: PERSONALITY -
i CHARACTERISTICS SUPPORTED
i BY EXAMPLES

i CONCLUSION: ALTERED
- : (POSITIVE) OPINION WITH
! JUSTIFICATION

e =T e T == = re—————

9 Underline in the text:

a three characteristics the writer ascribed to Chris based on her first impression,

b five of Chris’s true characteristics backed up with examples,
c phrases and sentences which refer to the first, false impression.

o Which of the structures a-d described in tip 3 does the description follow?
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REVIEW

EXAM TIPS

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES » 33

1 At the beginning, provide the basic information

3 Analyse and evaluate various aspects of the work,

about the work you are reviewing, such as the title for example the plot, the characters, the acting, the
and the author’s name, the genre, perhaps the awards directing, the moral dimension. Notice whether the
it has won. rubric requires you to focus on a particular aspect.
A common error in writing a review is to summarise 4 To get high marks, you should use some vocabulary
the entire plot of a book or film. This has two effects: appropriate to the art form you are writing about.
firstly, it makes the review boring and secondly, there If you do not know any, it may be better to choose
is not enough space to analyse and evaluate the work. a different topic.

The plot summary should be concise and should 5 The style of the review may be more or less formal
never reveal the ending. It should be written in the depending on the reader you are writing for, but it
Present Simple tense. should be consistent.

EXaIMTASK

sassnnan

of an English-speaking country.

Inside Man by Spike Lee

Inside Man is a thriller, which is perhaps surprising from Spike Lee, a director known for
more serious films depicting the experiences of African Americans. However, this

first attempt at cinema as entertainment is a great success, and an attentive viewer will
also discover in it a wealth of cultural background.

The movie tells the story of a bank robbery. Masked attackers hold up a bank in
Manbhattan, taking all the staff and customers hostage. Detective Keith Frazier, brilliantly
played by Denzel Washington, negotiates with the robbers, while at the same time

trying to work out what they are really up to. The director guides us through a maze of
confusing clues to a surprise ending.

The film is exciting, with fast action and many unexpected twists and turns. Denzel
Washington gives a spectacular performance, as do Clive Owen as the leader of the gang
and all of the supporting cast.

But in addition to being a first-rate thriller, the movie offers a picture of life in New York.
Apart from beautiful shots of Manhattan, the viewer sees a gallery of minor characters of
many races, nationalities and languages. Their interactions, whether marked by prejudice,
resentment, tolerance, or friendship, give a real sense of both the tensions and the
richness of life in the most cosmopolitan city on Earth.

I sincerely recommend this movie to everyone who likes a good and not necessarily brutal
thriller, but also to those interested in getting an insight into life in multicultural New York.

TASK ANALYSIS

0 Read the sample review and underline the sentences in which the writer refers to the aspects of the film

o Write a review of a film which combines interesting action with the presentation of some element of the culture

: INTRODUCTION: BASIC FACTS
E ABOUT THE FILM

i PLOT SUMMARY, WRITTEN IN
: THE PRESENT SIMPLE

: ANALYSIS AND ASSESSMENT

. OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE
: FILM, USING VOCABULARY

: APPROPRIATE TO THIS GENRE

: CULTURAL CONTENT

. CONCLUSION:
i RECOMMENDATION

required by the exam task: a) interesting action, b) an element of the culture of an English-speaking country.

the cinematography, the educational value.

O Underline the phrases used to analyse and assess the following aspects of the film: the plot, the acting,
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‘FOR AND AGAINST ESSAY

Exam TIPS

1 If the exam task requires you to present the 3 The conclusion should not introduce new arguments,

‘advantages and disadvantages’ or ‘arguments for
and against, the introduction should state the topic
or issue, but not your opinion (keep that for the
conclusion). The topic can be introduced in the form
of a question.

The main body of the essay should consist of two

as this gives the impression that the text is unfinished.
It should sum up the discussion and give your
opinion on the issue in question.

4 An essay should be written in a formal style. Do

not use colloquial language or contractions (don't,
haven't, etc.).

paragraphs of approximately the same length: one
‘for’ and one ‘against’. Which arguments should be
presented first? Here are two possible solutions:
a First the arguments ‘for’ and then ‘against’
b Present the arguments you agree with second
— they will appear stronger as well as providing
a smooth transition to the conclusion, where you
state your opinion.

examrTASK

--------------

Many young people start work before finishing their studies. Write an essay presenting the advantages and
disadvantages of such a step.

Many young people nowadays do not wait to graduate before they start work.
They find their first job while still at university. What are the advantages and
disadvantages of taking such a step?

: INTRODUCTION: INTRODUCE
! THE PROBLEM, SIGNAL THAT
: THERE ARE PROS AND CONS

~ : WITHOUT GIVING AN OPINION

The main benefit, of course, is that you have your own income and do not have
to rely on your parents to cover all your expenses. It is easier for them and

for you. Moreover, if the job is connected with the area you are studying, you :
: ARGUMENTS FOR

can gain valuable skills which may be useful £o you in the future. Not only that,
but when you start applying for full-time jobs after graduating, your CV will
already show previous experience.

On the other hand, having a job while studying has its drawbacks. For one
thing, it may affect your studies. You have less time to study and you may be
tired in class. In addition, it leaves you less time for your social life, which is { ARGUMENTS AGAINST

such an important part of the student experience. Finally, it may mean you

have to give up the long holidays and with them the opportunity to travel.

: CONCLUSION: SUM UP THE
: DISCUSSION AND GIVE YOUR

‘ to your future career. Ultimately, however, it is a matter of personal choice. : ek

‘ In conclusion, it seems that working while studying has as many benefits as
drawbacks. In my opinion, it is worthwhile if the job is interesting or relevant

TASK ANALYSIS

Q In the above sample essay, replace the highlighted phrases with others with the same function.
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to an adult you do not know well.

FORMAL AND SEMI-FORMAL LETTERS USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES » 33 | IMF
Exam TIPS Exa
1 The exam rubric sometimes reminds you to write When writing in such contexts: L

your letter ‘in an appropriate style’. But what is ‘an « be polite and friendly; 3
appropriate style’ in a letter? In very formal contexts, » avoid extremes: do not use colloquial expressions, |
such as a job or university application or a serious but also avoid very official language, which would £
complaint, use a full formal style: make your letter sound cold and distant;

» avoid all colloquial and emotional language; » you can use some contractions, but not very many;

« do not use contractions (write do not rather than « finish the letter with ‘With best wishes’ or ‘Kindest =x=

don't, he is rather than he’s); regards’.
- finish with “Yours sincerely’ or “Yours faithfully' The sample letter below is written in a semi-formal style. Q:
2 Most correspondence today is written in a semi-

formal style. Examples of semi-formal contexts could =
be a letter to a company about a minor issue, such as =0
an object you left in a hotel room, or a personal letter =

| 115

exXamruvASK

ssssssannnns

o Do the exam task.

Wl oN N 8N

While on holiday in England, you found an animal. You have looked after it, but you cannot take it home with you.
Write a letter to an animal welfare organisation called Animal Aid to ask if they can help you find a home for it.

In your letter: o
« say why you are writing;

- 53
« describe the animal; &3
« explain why you cannot keep it; -
« ask for help in ensuring the animal’s well-being.
Write your letter in an appropriate style.
Dear Sir or Madam,
| am writing to ask your help in finding a good home for a dog | found while STATE THE PURPOSE DETHE
staying here in Worthing. She is a small black poodle. She was very thin when BE i LETTHRIN-THE FYRST SENTENCE
| found her, but apart from that she seems in good health, and she is also very
well-behaved.
| will be returning to my country soon and cannot take her with me.
Unfortunately, | don 't know anyone who could look after her here, and
I certainly wouldn‘t like to leave her in an animal shelter. | was wondering if you USE VERY POLITE LANGUAGE
could help me place her with someone who would really care for her. ). WHEH ARG ATAVOUR
Thank you for your help. 17" INCLUDE A BRIEF BUT FRIENDLY
i CONCLUSION
With best wishes,
Daniel Wagner
5
e Circle and number the parts of the model letter in which the writer includes the information required by each O -
bullet point in the rubric. 5
o Find three examples of the features of a semi-formal style in the model letter (use the list in exam tip 2). O E
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USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES

STORY

SEQUENCING EVENTS

A5 500N as ...

While | was ... ing ...

"o sooner had we ... than ...

S;ddenly,

OTHER

= zll started when ... I'l never forger ...
had never imagined | would ...

All of a sudden, ...
Immediately, ...
Within minutes ...

DESCRIPTION

“ne first thing you notice about (him / her [ the place) is ...

== [ she [ this place) is special for a number of reasons.

—2 | she is the kind of person (who ...)

= s the kind of place that / where ...

“ne place | like best is ...
never forget ... (a person / an event)

= was an unforgettable (day / event [ occasion).

The most [unusual] person I've ever met / place I've been to is ...

REVIEW

INFORMATION ABOUT THE BOOK/FILM AND ITS CONTENT
= zells the story of ...
The story [ the action takes place in ... /issetin ...
= 5 based on real events [ on a true story / on a book.
= has been made into a film (by ... / starring ...)
ASSESSMENT
was impressed by ...
couldn’t put it down,
== 2 classic / a masterpiece.
ASSESSMENT — ADJECTIVES

One weakness (of the
book / film) is that ...

+ - +/-
SRLLIANT | PREDICTABLE VIOLENT
SFECTACULAR UNCONVINCING SLOW
STRIKING FAR-FETCHED SENTIMENTAL

VIPRESSIVE DULL SERIOUS
SOWERFUL BLAND
CONVINCING | DISAPPOINTING

FOR AND AGAINST' ESSAY
OPINION ESSAY

INTRODUCTION — FOR AND AGAINST

«nat are the arguments for and against this idea?

nzt are the benefits and drawbacks of such a step?

"o s step [ idea ( solution can be said to have both advantages and
S cadvantages. '
INTRODUCTION —~ OPINION

= 2his essay, | am going to argue that ...

= my opinion ...

INTRODUCING THE FIRST ARGUMENT

=esrofall, ... One (dis)advantage is that ...
Sely), The main argument in support
==t and foremost, ... of ... isthat ...

= one thing, .. On the one hand, ...

To begin with, ...

MORE ARGUMENTS

s=condly, ... Furthermore, ...
Thirdly, ... What is more ...
~nother (dis)advantage is that ... In addition, ...
Moreover, ... Not only that, but ...
FINAL ARGUMENT

Snally, ... Last but not least, ...

PRESENTING THE OPPOSING OPINION
On the other hand, ... However, ..
EXPRESSING YOUR OPINION

In my opinion, ... To my mind, ...
EXPRESSING AN OPINION CAUTIOUSLY
|t seems / appears that ...

It would seem / appear that ...

It is believed / recognised that ...

There is little / some / no doubt thart ...
SUMMARY
Tosum up, ...

In conclusion, ...

Nevertheless, ...

All things considered, ...  On balance, ...
Allinall, ... On the whole, ...

FORMAL AND SEM}-FORMAL LETTERS

Very formal phrases have been marked with an *.
OPENING PHRASES

Dear Sir or Madam,
INTRODUCTION

| am writing (in order) to...
| am writing in connection with...
ASKING FOR INFORMATION
Could you please let me know...
REQUESTS

| would be (very) grateful if you could...

| was wondering if you could...

PROBLEMS

I am afraid... (the camera does not work properly)
CoNcLUSION

*| look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you (very much) for your help.

CLOSING PHRASES

*Yours faithfully, (if the letter begins Dear Sir or Madam)
*Yours sincerely, (if the letter begins Dear Mr/Ms.,..)
(With) best wishes, (semi-formal)

(With) kindest/best regards, (semi-formal)

Dear Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Jones,

I'would like to know...

INFORMAL LETTERS

OPENING PHRASES

Dear Peter, Hi Sue,

INTRODUCTION

Thanks for your letter. / It was good to hear from you.
Sorry | haven't written for so long.

| hope you're OK.

ConcLusioN

I must be going now. Say hello'to...
Write soon. Have a nice trip.

Looking forward to your news/  Thanks again.
to hearing from you again. See you (soon/ in the summer).

CLOSING PHRASES

All the best, Love from... Cheers,
Love, Best, Bye for now.
ARTICLE

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS

Have you ever (wondered why/if...) ?

What would you do if...?

Should... (it be forbidden/encouraged)?
QUOTING OPINIONS

(The proponents of the idea) believe/say...
CONCLUSION: REFERRING TO THE FUTURE
What will the future of... be?

Lets hope...

Hopefully, ...
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WORD BANK * PAGE 64

Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to’

MaRK TWAIN (AMERICAN WRITER, 1835-1910)

BODY LANGUAGE

o Match the descriptions to the pictures.

Identify Mickey (M), Detective Hernandez (H)
and Detective Dalton (D).

A Detective Dalton comes into the room.
Detective Hernandez whispers something in
his ear. Detective Dalton frowns.

B Mickey the Cormorant is leaning back in
his chair with his legs crossed. Detective
Hernandez is staring at him across the desk, his
arms folded across his chest.

C Detective Dalton bangs his fist on the desk.
“You have one last chance to answer this
question! Where were you on the evening of
April the 177 he yells. Mickey trembles and
shakes his head in denial. 1 didn't ... | wasn't ...
| wasn't where you think | was, he stutters.

D Detective Hernandez asks, ‘Mickey, why don'’t
you tell me what you did on the evening of
April the 177" Mickey shrugs his shoulders:
‘Sorry, can't remember.’

PERSONALITY

o Choose the correct word.

1 Nigel's unbearably conceited / conscientious. He has
an absurdly high opinion of himself.

2 Michelle will believe anything you tell her.
She’s terribly gullible [ vain.

3 Graham's very self-conscious / self-centred.
He's always worried about making a fool of himse/*
and about what people think.
Mr Jones is an unscrupulous / impartial judge.
You can rely on his fairness.
Martha's very absent-minded [ narrow-minded. She
forgets appointments and loses things all the time

o Write similar sentences to illustrate the other
word in each pair in Exercise 2.





















































































TALKING ABOUT PHOTOS 35

eXamwORKOUT

------ ssssssnsssennnn

Structure in talking about photos

o Look at the exam tasks on this page and page 160.
Number the points below in the order in which
you would talk about them.

Say what the people are doing

Say whether you would like to do either of the
jobs and why

Compare the various aspects of the jobs listed
in the rubric

Say what jobs are shown in the photos

examrTASK

senaen sranssne

Look at the photos, which show people working
in different caring professions. Compare and
contrast them. include the following points.

« the qualifications needed

» the personal qualities needed

» what may be difficult about the job

» what may be enjoyable about the job

» your preferences

o Student A, prepare to do the exam task on this

page. Student B, prepare to do the exam task on
page 160. Choose at least six words and phrases
you want to use. Some of the words can go with
both tasks.

badly paid cinematographer
determination experienced

shoot films friendly bedside manner
hours of practice intense concentration
knowledgeable nursery school teacher
patient physical strain
satisfaction uncertainty

well-paid work with people

i l..__.:v--—"’
[ N N

o Work in pairs.
stupent A Do the exam task on this page.
stupent B Do the exam task on page 160.

86
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TS a foregone conclusion.

TS asorry sight
TS 100 much of a good thing

5 as good luck would have it~

> s Greek to me

TS the game is up

ou can't find your pendrive. Searching through your

things, you mutter to yourself: ‘Where is it? It can’t

have vanished into thin air!” You've just quoted
Shakespeare: the magician Prospero in The Tempest explains
to amazed onlookers that the strange creatures they saw
‘were spirits and are melted into thin air’ Or perhaps your
best friend thinks your boyfriend is no good for you, and
she advises you to ‘send him packing. She’s quoting Sir John
Falstaff, the comic fat knight in Henry IV Part 1, who sends
away an unwelcome messenger,
Shakespeare was extraordinary in many ways. He knew how
to tell a good story. He created memorable characters. He was
brilliant at portraying emotions. He knew how to construct
a play that would hold an audience’s attention. But what
makes him unique is that he created an enormous number o2
words and expressions that have entered the English language
so that today we often use them without realising they are
quotations.
When Iago, the deceitful villain in Othello, explains his life
philosophy, he says to show what he is really thinking would &<
to ‘wear his heart upon his sleeve. Today we use that expressios
to mean ‘show emotions openly. The moneylender Shylock in
The Merchant of Venice is shocked that his daughter, ‘his own
flesh and blood; could have stolen from him. Nowadays peop's
still emphasise the strength of family bonds by referring to
their children as ‘their own flesh and blood’
If your favourite football team is going to play against much
stronger opponents, you may fear the result is ‘a foregone
conclusion, meaning there’s no doubt about it. That’s what
Othello thought of the accusation that his wife was unfaithf
to him. (He was wrong, though, so perhaps the result of the
match is not so certain either.)
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Seeing something truly impressive or astonishing, we feel it
‘beggars all description’: no description can make it sound

as wonderful as it really is. It was Cleopatra in Antony and
Cleopatra who first made such an impression on a Roman
soldier. On the other hand, when your younger brother comes
home all muddy after playing outside on a rainy day, you
might think he’s ‘a sorry sight’ (as Macbeth says, looking at his
bloody hands after he’s murdered king Duncan). And if your
friends want to go clubbing for the fourth night in a row, that
could simply be ‘too much of a good thing’ (to use the words
of Rosalind, the heroine of As You Like It).

Apart from creating these vivid expressions, Shakespeare was
also exceptionally inventive in coining new words. Countless,
laughable, accommodation and premeditated are amongst
many words which were first recorded in Shakespeare’s
works - either created by him or brought by him into general
circulation.

Having praised Shakespeare’s rare talent with words, let’s
admit that he was also fortunate. As good luck would have it’,
he was born less than a century after the first printing press
was established in England. Because his plays were printed,
his words and phrases reached a wide audience, leading to

a lasting enrichment of English. m

WORD BANK

deceitful /di'si:t{l/

moneylender /'mani 'lenda/

to coin a word/phrase /ta kom a waid, freiz/
villain /'vilan/

! a phrase from The Merry Wives of Windsor

@ Lookat the photo of the reconstructed Globe

theatre in London. Find:

« the stage, s

- two columns supporting the roof above the
stage, :

- the audience standmg,

- the audience sitting in a wooden galiery.

@ [LZET] Listen to an interview about

Shakespeare’s theatre and answer the
questions.

1 What do you learn about each of the places
you identified in exercise 12

- 2 How did Shakespeare manage 'to-show battle_

“scenes with armies and horses in Henry V2
3 Who played the role of Cleopatra"
4 What was special ab,uut the costumes?

0 Imagine you have the opportunity to watch

a performance at an Elisabethan theatre.
Which aspects of it do you think you would
enjoy? Whlch ones would you not en;oy?

o Work in pairs. 'lhmk ofa book or film you like.

Imagine you are writing a version of the story
to be shown as a play in a sixteenth-century
theatre. Write a short prologue explammg to
the audience what they have to lmagme.

PROVERBS WHICH ARE Smxzsrsms quounons

All that glicters is not gold. (The Merchant of
Venice) :

All's well that ends well. (title)

A rose by any other name would smell as

sweet. (Romeo and Juliet)

Love is blind. (The Merchant of Venice)

The course of true love never did run smooth.
(A Midsummer Night's Dream)

Truth will out. (The Merchant of Venice)
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‘Tl be back!’

(Arnold Schwarzenegger as Terminator in Terminator)

A police officer tells the Terminator he can’t go in to see Sarah
Connor. He tells him T'll be back’ and in a few seconds he
returns driving a police car and smashes his way into the police
station. Later, Schwarzenegger used this catch phrase in other
films and in public appearances.

“You talkin’ to me? Well, ’m the only one here’

(Robert de Niro as Travis Bickle in Taxi Driver)

Robert de Niros scary psychotic taxi driver talks to himself in
the mirror while practising talking tough.

‘Well, nobody’s perfect!’

(Joe E. Brown as Osgood Fielding III in Some Like It Hot)

Two musicians on the run from Chicago gangsters disguise
themselves as women. In Florida, a millionaire falls in love with
one of them (Gerry/Geraldine) and asks her to marry him.

He won't accept any of her reasons why they can’t get married
so finally, Geraldine takes off her wig and says, ‘You don’t
understand, Osgood. I'm a man. His reply is one of the most
famous lines in cinema, ‘Well, nobody’s perfect!’ m

WORD BANK

bloodshed /'bladfed/ memorable /

catchphrase onthe run /

cuckoo clock /kuku: racketeer /re

I can’t make head or tail of something warfare /'waifea/
/ar ka:nt meik hed 2! terl av 'samBy/

s LGS0 R SN NG

3 €D2:16 In pairs, answer the questions in the
quiz. Then listen and check.

1 What’s the name of Tarzan’s mate?
a Jane
b Joan
c Jenny
2 James Cagney was famous for making what
kind of films?
a romantic
b gangster
c pirate
3 Who was Oliver Hardy’s thin friend?
a Charlie Chaplin
b Buster Keaton
¢ Stan Laurel
4 Who is Luke Skywalker’s tutor in Star Wars?
a Han Solo
b Obi-Wan Kenobi
¢ Darth Vader
5 In which film can you hear the song ‘As Time
Goes by’?
a Casablanca
b Titanic
¢ Singin’in the Rain

CD2:16 Listen again and correct the
misquotations.

1 Tarzan: ‘Me Tarzan, you Jane.

2 James Cagney: "You dirty rat!

3 Oliver Hardy: ‘Here’s another fine mess you've
gotten me into!

4 Obi Wan Kenobi: ‘May the Force be with you!’

5 Humphrey Bogart: ‘Play it again, Sam.’

Answer the questions in groups.

1 Which famous lines from this lesson do you
like the most? Pick three and say why you like
them.

Which films from this lesson have you seen?
Which are your favourites? Why?

Do you know any other catchphrases from
films or TV? See if your partners know them.







LIS TENING

5 €D2:17 Listen and choose the fictional
characters the callers find most real to them.
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Elizabeth Bennet James Bond Mr Darcy
Hermione Granger Sherlock Holmes Peter Pan
Harry Potter Ebenezer Scrooge Oliver Twist
Ron Weasley

Alice

No one could imagine

that Lewis Carroll’s

Alice is a real person. Her Adventures in Wonderland (1865)
and Through the Looking Glass (1871) are far too strange for
anyone to believe they really happened. After all characters like

Caller 1 &
Caller 2
Caller 3
Caller 4
Caller 5

6 CD2:17 Listen again and match callers

1=

5 with sentences a—f. There is one extra

sentence.

Caller changed the way he/she spoke to
sound like a fictional character.

Caller has never read any of the books
featuring his/her favourite character.

Caller ____ mentions a character whose name
has entered the English language.

Caller says his/her favourite character
reminds him/her of his/her younger self.
Caller stopped reading fiction when he/
she was a child.

Caller _ would love to be able to do
something impossible.

7 Answer the questions in groups.

a worried white rabbit with a watch, a Mad Hatter enjoying 1 Which books featuring the characr,ers frornl
a permanent tea party, and a Queen who thinks the answer this lesson have you read? What did you think
to every problem is to cut off someone’s head are not part of of them?
our everyday lives, fortunately. And yet the curious little girl 2 What literary genres do you prefer?
who can’t resist pok.ing her nose in where it doesn’t belong 3 Which novels / short stories have you enjoyed
seems so familiar we feel we know her personally. Perhaps it is the most?
bv:ecause Alice may have been lpsj,plred by a real person, Alice 4 Who are your favourite fictional characters?
Liddell, the daughter of some friends of Carroll’s. Or perhaps 4 fiins foatar ik
it’s because it is simply a wonderfully accurate description of > Have you seeniany Winssed e ks
a typical little girl. characters? What did you think of them?
6 Do you generally prefer the book or the film of

Bridget Jones

Literature still continues to create people that we all recognise
or even identify with. A recent example is Bridget Jones, who
was created by writer Helen Fielding in a newspaper column

in 1995. She features in two best-selling novels, Bridget

Jones’s Diary and Bridget Jones, the Edge of Reason which

were both made into hugely successful films starring Renée
Zellweger, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth. Bridget is the typical
thirty-something single woman trying to cope with life and
desperately looking for love. In her diary she writes her New
Year resolutions: to eat and drink less and to stop smoking. She
breaks them one by one, has problems at work, and falls in and
out of love. Why is she so popular? Perhaps it’s just because she
is imperfect and seems so real, so like people we know in our
own lives. ®

WORD BANK

forensic scientist /fz'rensik 'sarantist/
meticulous / '

outlaw /‘autlo:/

swordsman

the same story? Give examples.
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