Southern Belle

A southern belle was a girl who was expected to grow up into a lady. She was supposed to be fragile
and flirtatious while also sexually innocent. She was beautiful but risky to touch, like porcelain.
Every southern belle was expected to be up-to-date on the latest fashions, which often proved tricky
and expensive because fashion was constantly changing throughout the nineteenth century. A true
lady embodied the ideals of the South, and was thus hospitable and graceful. Newspapers often took
it upon themselves to update their lady readers on the newest fashion trends.

By following the newspapers' reports, women had easy access to the information about the
changing fashions, but only the wealthiest of them could actually afford to keep up with them. In
some families, being overly concerned with the latest fashion was looked down upon because a
southern lady was supposed to solely exist to support her husband, raise their children, and submit
to God.

Southern women possessed the characteristics of much of what the South is known for. They were
supposed to be southern belles, who were pure and untouchable until they were married. They were
honorable (or supposed to be) in the sense that they were faithful to their husbands, who in return
would defend their honor if it was ever challenged. Their loyalty lay with God and their families,
but it was also tacitly expected that they were to keep up with the latest fashions of the time to the
best of their ability. The presence of southern women and the graceful air that supposedly
surrounded them was not only felt in Mississippi, but throughout the entire South and became one
of its defining characteristics.
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