England and Wales Legal sytem

England and Wales share a unified court system, based on common law principles, which originated in
medieval England. Scotland and Northern Ireland each have their own judicial systems

The court system in Northern Ireland closely resembles that of England and Wales, while the Scottish
court system is a hybrid model that combines elements of both common and law and civil law systems

In England and Wales, most civil cases are heard in the County Court. Many specialist tribunals have
been created to resolve particular types of civil disputes, such as those involving taxation and
employment, as well as immigration and asylum cases. All criminal cases originate in the Magistrates'
Court, but more serious offenses are referred to the Crown Court.

The High Court functions as both a court of first instance for high value civil claims and as an appellate
court for civil and criminal cases. It consists of three divisions: the Queen's Bench,

the Chancery Division, and the Family Division.

The Court of Appeal functions solely as an appellate chamber. The Civil Division hears appeals form the
High Court and the County Court, and the Criminal Division hears appeals from the Crown Court.
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