THE LA RIOTS

The 1992 Los Angeles riots—also called the Los
Angeles uprising—sprung from years of rising
tensions between the LAPD and the city's African
Americans, highlighted by the 1991 videotaped
beating of motorist Rodney King. On April 29,
1992, anger boiled over after four LAPD officers
were found not guilty of assaulting King, leading
to several days of widespread violence, looting
and arson throughout L.A. By May 3, thousands of
National Guardsmen and federal troops had
largely curbed the uprising, which left more than
60 people dead and produced about $1 billion in
damage.
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