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The United States of America is not the only country on Earth with violent or dangerous people. We
are not inherently more prone to violence. But we are the only advanced country on Earth that sees 
this kind of mass violence erupt with this kind of frequency.

we can respect the Second Amendment while keeping an irresponsible, law-breaking feud from 
inflicting harm on a massive scale.

Number one, anybody in the business of selling firearms must get a license and conduct background
checks, or be subject to criminal prosecutions. (Applause.) It doesn’t matter whether you’re doing it
over the Internet or at a gun show. It’s not where you do it, but what you do.

Number two, we’re going to do everything we can to ensure the smart and effective enforcement of 
gun safety laws that are already on the books, which means we’re going to add 200 more ATF 
agents and investigators. We’re going to require firearms dealers to report more lost or stolen guns 
on a timely basis. 

Number three, we’re going to do more to help those suffering from mental illness get the help that 
they need. 

Number four, we’re going to boost gun safety technology. Today, many gun injuries and deaths are 
the result of legal guns that were stolen or misused or discharged accidentally.  We need to develop 
new technologies that make guns safer. If we can set it up so you can’t unlock your phone unless 
you’ve got the right fingerprint, why can’t we do the same thing for our guns? 

 Our unalienable right to life, and liberty, and the pursuit of happiness -– those rights were stripped 
from college students in Blacksburg and Santa Barbara, and from high schoolers at Columbine, and 
from first-graders in Newtown. First-graders. And from every family who never imagined that their 
loved one would be taken from our lives by a bullet from a gun.

Every time I think about those kids it gets me mad. And by the way, it happens on the streets of 
Chicago every day.

 We need the wide majority of responsible gun owners who grieve with us every time this happens 
and feel like your views are not being properly represented to join with us to demand something 
better.

And, yes, it will be hard, and it won’t happen overnight. It won’t happen during this Congress. It 
won’t happen during my presidency. But a lot of things don’t happen overnight. A woman’s right to 
vote didn’t happen overnight. The liberation of African Americans didn’t happen overnight. LGBT 
rights — that was decades’ worth of work. So just because it’s hard, that’s no excuse not to try.


