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Protest songs

Top of the Pops

Group work @

a.Go on the Internet and listen to the
following songs, then read the lyrics.

Group 1

- We Shall Overcome, Joan Baez
- Blowin" in the Wind, Bob Dylan

- The Unknown Soldier, The Doors

l Group2z = e

- Machine Gun, Jimi Hendrix

- Billy, Don’t Be a Hero, Paper Lace L
- Where Have all the FIOWe}f's Gone?,
Pete Seeger e

‘Group3 e
- Born in the USA, Bruce Springsteen
b= lan BobiMarley” SR e
- For What it's Worth, Buffalo Springfield

b.Work on the lyrics.

- Try and define what the songs in each group
have in common.

- Find the point of view in each of them.

- Who is the target?

- What does each song describe / denounce?
- Do you find the songs effective? Why? Why
not?

Choose the protest song you like best and prepare an oral account (historical context,
message of the song, goal). Explain the reasons for your choice. You can also make a

slide presentation (PowerPoint).

1) Poet’s corner

Write a poem or the lyrics of a song, either supporting military action or protesting

against the war (about 20 lines).

activist --
oppeonent: adversaire

committed: engage
involved in: impliqué dans

side with: prendre le parti de
hold sb responsible for
advocate: préner

“withdraw (troops): retirer

e Y

protest against sth
object to V-ing
blame / criticize sb for sth / V-ing
accuse sb of sth / V-ing
put an end to

denounce / expose: dénoncer
stand up against / rebel
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Get ready

a. React to the photo.
- This monument is

in Washington, D.C.
What is it?

- Observe the man
(age, clothes, attitude,
feelings).

b.What are the
artist’s goals?

nam War vete
: ha : ran come yp ¢
¢. Read the testimony and ap;iec?azewshs (i and said, “Take yoy w.fepouc; ir;eé;r;c; h?
; at you dij i I
farns;r\;v:er the questions of a veteran deseryed? when {v a5 (;f-b\g:kd:mdtrggt the welcome we
om Iraq. happen to ve). » an on't want th
Wpnoow FI ” yOU, , W, at tO
- Who do “I”, “he”, “we” refer to? Navy Corpsman n‘:r:;/yiczu to go out and enjoy yourself ”
- Can you explain “the welcome ceier,

we deserved”?

1. témoy) :
? de Mariage

Staten Island Veteran Center

Listen to these interviews with Vietnam
and Iraq veterans comparing the way
they were considered back home.

Turn to your Workbook for help.

) Recap

a. Which wars are mentioned in these
interviews: WWII, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Rwanda, Vietnam?

b.Find out about the consequences of
war and classify them into two groups:
gratitude * trauma.

c. How are veterans treated by civilians?
d.Compare the present and the past.

Newspaper clip

Write an article for a newspaper about the
interview at Staten Island Veteran Center
(120 words).

Hospital Corpsma

N, Jan.-Nov. 2004

A The Washington Post, May 14, 2006

2. méritions

_Fast Facts

American involvement |
| in Vietnam (1961-1973)
\ m It was a Cold War military conflict between |
| communist North Vietnam and the
government of South Vietham, supported
| by the United States. |
u It was an unpopular war among students |
and young people who could be drafted
| and sent to Vietnam. ‘
u After the war, veterans were often ignored
| and felt guilty when they came back home
because they embodied failure.
| The Washington War Memorial was built in |
1983. There are 58,022 names of fallen ‘
| soldiers. —p. 276 |







