Emmeline Pankhurst's Freedom or death speech, delivered in Hartford, Connecticut
on November 13 1913

| do not come here as an advocate, because whatever position the suffrage movement may occupy
in the United States of America, in England it has passed beyond the realm of advocacy and it has
entered into the sphere of practical politics. It has become the subject of revolution and civil war, and
so tonight | am not here to advocate woman suffrage. American suffragists can do that very well for
themselves.

| am here as a soldier who has temporarily left the field of battle in order to explain - I am
here as a person who, according to the law courts of my country, it has been decided, is of no value
to the community at all; and | am adjudged because of my life to be a dangerous person, under
sentence of penal servitude in a convict prison.

Since | am a woman it is necessary to explain why women have adopted revolutionary
methods in order to win the rights of citizenship. We women, in trying to make our case clear, always
have to make as part of our argument, and urge upon men in our audience the fact - a very simple
fact - that women are human beings. (...)

It is about eight years since the word militant was first used to describe what we were doing.
(...) We were called militant, and we were quite willing to accept the name. We were determined to
press this question of the enfranchisement of women to the point where we were no longer to be
ignored by the politicians. (...)Well, they little know what women are. Women are very slow to rouse,
but once they are aroused, once they are determined, nothing on earth and nothing in heaven will
make women give way; it is impossible. And so this "Cat and Mouse Act" which is being used against
women today has failed. There are women lying at death's door, recovering enough strength to
undergo operations who have not given in and won't give in, and who will be prepared, as soon as
they get up from their sick beds, to go on as before. There are women who are being carried from
their sick beds on stretchers into meetings. They are too weak to speak, but they go amongst their
fellow workers just to show that their spirits are unquenched, and that their spirit is alive, and they
mean to go on as long as life lasts.

Now, | want to say to you who think women cannot succeed, we have brought the government
of England to this position, that it has to face this alternative: either women are to be killed or women
are to have the vote. | ask American men in this meeting, what would you say if in your state you
were faced with that alternative, that you must either kill them or give them their citizenship? Well,
there is only one answer to that alternative, there is only one way out - you must give those women
the vote.

(...) 1 come in the intervals of prison appearance. | come after having been four times imprisoned
under the "Cat and Mouse Act", probably going back to be rearrested as soon as | set my foot on
British soil. | come to ask you to help to win this fight. If we win it, this hardest of all fights, then, to be
sure, in the future it is going to be made easier for women all over the world to win their fight when
their time comes.



