Prince Harry banned 'blood diamonds' in Meghan Markle's engagement ring Gillian Crawley,
express.co.uk, Wed, Dec 27, 2017

PRINCE Harry was insistent that a “blood diamond” should not adorn Meghan Markle’s engagement
ring. He chose the band’s “centre diamond” from Botswana, with two surrounding diamonds from Princess
Diana’s personal jewellery collection. Blood diamonds are gems mined in a war zone or used to finance
conflicts

A royal source said the Prince had demanded that the jewel from Botswana was ethically-sourced as his
bride-to-be is involved with UN humanitarian work.

“Harry was very involved with the design of the ring,” the source said.  One of his questions during its
making was about the origin of the centre stone He did not want it to be from a country with a history of so-
called blood diamonds — this was one of his direct stipulations about the ring “Meghan is deeply involved in
humanitarian causes around the world and he wanted to make sure it was all ethically produced.”

The controversial trade was highlighted by the 2006 film Blood Diamond starring Leonardo DiCaprio set in
war-torn Sierra Leone.

Countries including Botswana have signed up to a UN agreement to guard against “conflict diamonds”
entering the jewellery supply chain.

Botswana has a good history in terms of diamond production, with profits from the industry often
reinvested in the country’s infrastructure, schools and hospitals.
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