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No man can fully grasp how far and how fast we have come, but condense, if you will, the 50,000
years of man¹s recorded history in a time span of but a half-century. Stated in these terms, we know 
very little about the first 40 years, except at the end of them advanced man had learned to use the skins
of animals to cover them. Then about 10 years ago, under this standard, man emerged from his caves 
to construct other kinds of shelter. Only five years ago man learned to write and use a cart with wheels. 
Christianity began less than two years ago. The printing press came this year, and then less than two 
months ago, during this whole 50-year span of human history, the steam engine provided a new source 
of power.  Newton explored the meaning of gravity. Last month electric lights and telephones and 
automobiles and airplanes became available. Only last week did we develop penicillin and television 
and nuclear power, and now if America's new spacecraft succeeds in reaching Venus, we will have 
literally reached the stars before midnight tonight. 
This is a breathtaking pace, and such a pace cannot help but create new ills as it dispels old, new 
ignorance, new problems, new dangers. Surely the opening vistas of space promise high costs and 
hardships, as well as high reward. (…)

We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights to be won, 
and they must be won and used for the progress of all people. For space science, like nuclear science 
and all technology, has no conscience of its own. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends 
on man, and only if the United States occupies a position of pre-eminence can we help decide whether 
this new ocean will be a sea of peace or a new terrifying theater of war. (...)

We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but 
because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies 
and skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone,
and one which we intend to win. (…)

To be sure, all this costs us all a good deal of money. This year’s space budget is three times what it 
was in January 1961, and it is greater than the space budget of the previous eight years combined. That
budget now stands at $5,400 million a year--a staggering sum, though somewhat less than we pay for 
cigarettes and cigars every year. Space expenditures will soon rise some more, from 40 cents per 
person per week to more than 50 cents a week for every man, woman and child in the United Stated, for
we have given this program a high national priority (...)

But if I were to say, my fellow citizens, that we shall send to the moon, 240,000 miles away from the 
control station in Houston, a giant rocket more than 300 feet tall, the length of this football field, made of 
new metal alloys, some of which have not yet been invented, capable of standing heat and stresses 
several times more than have ever been experienced, fitted together with a precision better than the 
finest watch, carrying all the equipment needed for propulsion, guidance, control, communications, food 
and survival, on an untried mission, to an unknown celestial body, and then return it safely to earth, re-
entering the atmosphere at speeds of over 25,000 miles per hour, causing heat about half that of the 
temperature of the sun--almost as hot as it is here today--and do all this, and do it right, and do it first 
before this decade is out--then we must be bold. (...)

However, I think we're going to do it, and I think that we must pay what needs to be paid. I don't think we
ought to waste any money, but I think we ought to do the job.  (…)  And it will be done before the end of 
this decade. 

Many years ago the great British explorer George Mallory, who was to die on Mount Everest, was asked
why did he want to climb it. He said, "Because it is there." Well, space is there, and we're going to climb 
it, and the moon and the planets are there, and new hopes for knowledge and peace are there. And, 
therefore, as we set sail we ask God's blessing on the most hazardous and dangerous and greatest 
adventure on which man has ever embarked. 

Thank you. 


