
Florida Access 
Points in the Self-
Contained 
Classroom
Welcome



Ground Rules

➢Turn cell phones to silent or vibrate
➢Respect time – start on time, end 

on time
➢Be mindful of your colleagues’ 

learning styles

➢Avoid sidebar conversations

➢Participate and remain engaged
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Agenda

•Changing the Way We Think

• Florida Standards Access Points

• Instructional Resources and 
Supports

•Way of Work
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ACCESS - a BEESS discretionary project

•Understand the construction of the 
Florida Access Points

•Discover a variety of resources to 
enhance implemenation of Access 
Points

• Implement researach and 
evidence-best practices for access 
to the Florida Standards for SwSCD 
regardless of the educational 
setting

Objectives



Changing the Way We Think

1. Do you think that the educators with whom you 
work believe students with significant cognitive 
disabilities are able to learn academic content? 
Explain your thoughts.

2. When others act from the notion of least 
dangerous assumption, how does that impact 
interactions with students with a significant 
cognitive disability?

3. Think of a student for whom you had 
preconceived notions.  What would you have 
done differently?
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Florida Standards

Instruction Assessment
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ACCESS - A BEESS Discretionary Project



OUR JOB IS TO TEACH IT, 

NOT TO PREDICT WHO WILL 

LEARN IT!



Florida Standards

In, Su, Pa
Social Studies, 
Science, some 
Electives

Math and ELA 
EUs
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Social Studies

SS.6.E.1.3  Describe the following 
economic concepts as they relate to 
early civilization: scarcity, opportunity 
cost, supply and demand, barter, trade, 
productive resources (land, labor, 
capital, entrepreneurship).

SS.6.E.1.In.c  Identify economic concepts 
as they relate to early civilization, such as 
scarcity, supply and demand, and trade.

SS.6.E.1.Su.c  Recognize economic 
concepts as they relate to early 
civilization, such as scarcity and trade.

SS.6.E.1.Pa.c  Recognize the meaning of 
economic terms, such as buy, sell, or 
exchange (trade).

Math

MAFS.6.NS.2.3 Fluently add, subtract, multiply, 
and divide multi-digit decimals using the 
standard algorithm for each operation.

MAFS.6.NS.2.AP.3a  Solve one-step, addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, or division 
problems with fractions or decimals.

Essential Understandings
Concrete:       

Understand and apply the concept of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division

Identify a  fraction and  decimal
Given a context, choose the correct 
operation (e.g., altogether, take away)

Representation:           

Relates fractions and decimals to pictorial 
representations

Understand symbols, concepts and 
vocabulary: +, -, ×, ÷,  fraction and decimal 
(a/b, .a)
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Domain

Cluster

Standard

Standard

Grade

Access Point

Access Point
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Mathematics - Florida Standards
• Counting & Cardinality (CC) 

• Operations & Algebraic Thinking (OA)

• Number & Operations in Base Ten (NBT)

• Number & Operations – Fractions (NF)

• Measurement & Data (MD)

• Geometry (G)

• Ratios & Proportional Relationships (RP)

• The Number System  (NS)

• Expressions & Equations (EE)

• Statistics & Probability (SP)

• Functions (F)
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English Language Arts (ELA) –
Florida Standards

• Reading:  Literature (RL) 

• Reading:  Informational Text (RI)

• Reading:  Foundational Skills (RF)

• Writing (W) 

• Speaking & Listening (SL)

• Language (L)
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Acronym Soup

CCR - College and Career Ready

SwSCD - Students with a Significant 
Cognitive Disability

CoP - Community of Practice

FSAA – Florida Standards Alternate Assessment 

EUs - Essential Understandings

UDL - Universal Design for Learning
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So What IS an 
Access Point?



Access Points for ELA & Math

Access Points are alternate achievement 
standards built to target the salient content of 
the Florida Standards.  They are designed to 
frame the instruction and assessment of 
students with significant cognitive disabilities 
allowing them to work toward the general 
education curriculum. 
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Purpose of Access Points

Access Points are designed to 
contribute to a fully aligned system of 
content, instruction, and assessment 
that focuses on knowledge and skills 
needed at each grade level to 
prepare for the next.

ACCESS - a BEESS discretionary project



The Access Points preserve 
the sequence of learning into 
teachable and assessable 
segments of content. 
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A Thought….

• You want everyone to have a 
piece of apple

• Some students may have 
swallowing issues or mobility 
issues so you give them different 
forms of apple.  (slices, 
applesauce, apple juice)

• You adapt for individual needs
• We want all students to have 

access to the same grade 
specific concepts

• Teaching standards so they do 
not lose the big idea
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Use your computer to access 
information for the rest of this workshop.

https://netboard.me 

Look for a board titled "Access Points in 
the Self-contained Classroom> 



Essential Understandings

Essential Understandings are 
prerequisite skills and 
knowledge leading to 
mastery of the Access Point.  
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Essential Understandings (EUs)

➢ EUs are not part of the standards

➢ EUs provide a variety of entry points where 

a student may begin to interact with 

grade level content.

➢ EUs serve as benchmarks along the 

continuum of learning to ensure progress 

toward the access points.
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Instructional Resources

• Instructional Families

• Element Cards

• Content Modules

• Curricula Resource Guides

• Instructional Resource Guide

• Webinars

• Links to additional resources
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These materials and 
documents were developed 
under the National Center and 
State Collaborative (NCSC) 
General Supervision 
Enhancement Grant and are 
consistent with its goals and 
foundations. Any changes to 
these materials are to be 
consistent with their intended 
purpose and use as defined 
by the approved grant.
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Where do I find the Resources?

Project Access
Accesstofls.weebly.com



Instructional Families

• Organize related Math and ELA Access 
Points

• Array of views available

▪ Distribution K-12

▪ Grade Band (K-4  5-8  HS)

▪ Instructional Family
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Instructional Family

Families covered on this view
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Distribution K-12
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Grade Band (K-4, 5-8, HS)
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Element Cards

• Promote understanding of how students move 
toward Florida Standards

• Contain one or more Access Points

• Assist teachers in developing instructional 
lessons
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Florida Standard

Access Point

Instructional Family

Essential 
Understandings

Suggested 
Instructional 
Strategies

Supports and 
Scaffolds

Standard

AP

Instructional Family

EUs

UDL



Florida 
Standards

APs with 
EUs

Strategies

UDL



Content Modules

• Provide explanations and examples of 
concepts contained in the Florida 
Standards

• Promote an understanding of concepts 
to assist the teacher in planning 
instruction

• Contain potential adaptations and 
modifications to consider when 
designing instruction

• Built in a consistent format
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Content Module Design

• Time for Take Off:  Key Vocabulary

• Floating on Air:  List of skills covered at 
each grade level

• Sharing the Sky:  Ideas for Universal 
Design for Learning (UDL)

• Prepare for Landing:  Real-world 
applications
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15 Content Module Topics

ELA
• Author’s Purpose

• Expository Writing

• Main Idea & Theme

• Narrative Writing

• Persuasive Writing

• Summarizing & Inferencing

• Text Structure 

• Vocabulary 

Math
• Coordinate Plane

• Equations 

• Expressions

• Fractions &Decimals

• Perimeter & Area

• Radicals &Exponents

• Ratios &Proportions
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Time for Take 
Off



Floating on
Air



Sharing

the

Sky



8 Curricula Resource Guides

ELA

• Reading Literacy

• Read Foundational

• Vocabulary Acquisition

• Writing

Math

• Data Analysis

• Equations

• Measurement & 
Geometry

• Fractions & Decimals

• Ratio & Proportions
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Prepare

for

Landing



Curricula Resource Guides

• Provide guidance for teaching Florida 
Standards to SwSCD

• Examples of differentiated instruction for 
SwSCD

• Delineates the necessary skills and 
knowledge students need to acquire in 
order to master specific learning targets

• Helps educators build content knowledge 
of the Florida Standards

• Examples of formative assessment 
questions 
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Vocabulary
Definitions
Examples
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Performance Examples

ACCESS - a BEESS discretionary project



Webinars

Environmental Inventory
Communicative Competency 1 & 2
Universal Design for Learning 1 & 2
Element Cards 
Formative Assessment 
What Admins need to know
What Teachers need to know
Learner Characteristic Inventory
Including SwSCD 1 & 2
Adobe Connect Tour
Grading Rubrics
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Grading Rubrics
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• Assistive Technolgoy

• Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

• Scripted Systematic Instruction

• Instructional Strategies

These resources are great, 
BUT...
How do I teach students on 
Access Points?
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Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
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Multiple Means of Engagement

The Why of Learning

Does the lesson provide options that help learners sustain effort 
and motivation?

UDL Framework

Multiple Means of Representation
The What of Learning

Does the information provide options that help all learners 
reach higher levels of comprehension and understanding?

Multiple Means of Action and Expression
The How of Leaning

Does the activity provide options that help all 
learners express themselves fluently?





Ideas
For
UDL





Scripted Systematic 
Instructed Lessons

Sample scripted lessons for math and ELA, 
organized in  grade bands and utilizing:

▪ Prompt hierarchy

▪ Reinforcement procedures like 
restatement

▪ Data collection

▪ Evidence based best practices

▪ Builds from essential understandings and 
increasingly more difficult
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Sample of a Scripted Lesson
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➢ Intended to be taught over multiple days

➢ Stop signs are suggested stopping points in the 
lesson



Progress Monitoring 
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Instructional Resource Guide

Guidance on evidence-based prompting and 
instructional strategies

Sample scripts for each strategy 

▪ Constant Time Delay

▪ System of Least Prompts

▪ Model, Lead, Test

Ideas for finding a response mode
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Sample
Script 
for 
Math & 
ELA
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• Find a standard that you will be teaching in the next few weeks.

• Use the website… accesstofls.weebly.com to find the 
corresponding access point

• Use any of the materials from the website to create a lesson 
plan.

• Remember to reflect the differentiation in the lesson for all 
students

• Also designate what roles and responsibilities each educator 
(teachers and paraprofessionals) has when working with 
students and this material.

It’s your turn…



Remember Carly?
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