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MEAN
-
The average value of a set of numbers. 

· The average value uses all the values in the list.  

· It is usually a value around the middle number of the list (but will be higher if there some large values at the top end or lower if there is a few very small values.)

· The average value shows us what we would expect to happen given a situation but we understand that this does not always occur and sometimes you will get slightly more and sometimes slightly less.

A
Work out the MEAN value of the following list of numbers


1)
1
2
2
3
4
6



2)
5
3
1
2
2
2
6


3)
8
11
11
10


4)
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
5


5)
2
5
7
7
8
8
9
10


B
What do you notice about the mean value of the following sets of data?  Which of the sets of numbers do you think using the MEAN calculation works for?


1)
1
2
3


2)
4
5
6

…………………………………………………………………………………………


3)
1
1
1
1
11


4)
4
24
24
25
23

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

C
Find the mean value of the following, given the situations below.  State whether or not the mean is a good measurement for the situation and why

1)
A woman goes to the gym each week and records the number of times she goes on a health chart.  A friend of hers comes round one evening and asks her how her fitness program is getting on.

Q
 By reading the chart below, what is the average number of times per week she could tell her friend that she goes?









Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri






Week 1
no
yes
yes
yes
no






Week 2
yes
yes
yes
no
no






Week 3
no
no
yes
yes
no






Week 4
no
yes
yes
yes
yes

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2)
The number of passengers an airline company carry for one of their aeroplanes is shown below.  

Q
Work out the average number of passengers per trip.

You may use your calculator to work out the answer! 

No of passengers


348

273


299

312


306

289
………………………………………………………………………..

3)
The number of presents a child receives per year is shown below.

Q
What is the average number of presents that the child receives?






Y E A R

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

  20

 19

 33

 34

 36

 24

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

