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This is a list of some methods used when subtracting a number from another.  Have a go at the different methods on the following pages but at the end pick out the method or methods you prefer and stick to them.


· Memory

Memorising the answers to the basic subtraction sums such as 9-3 and the two digit subtraction such as 18-5, will help greatly is solving more complex subtractions by speeding you up and allow you to do sums in your head.


· Counting On

You can use the counting on method for smaller sums by starting with the lower value and counting upwards until you reach the higher value.  You can use your fingers to help, but for larger sums you may need to use a different method.

· Splitting Up

This method helps you by making a large value to be taken away seem smaller by breaking it up into pieces (tens, units etc) that are easier to manage.


· Traditional Method (using borrowing )

The most common method for dealing with larger sums.  Some sums can be made very easy by lining up hundreds, tens and units and simply taking them away from each other.  Other sums are more complicated as they involve ‘borrowing from larger place values’.

Or….. try something new!!
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