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Negative numbers are used in everyday life to enable you to keep on counting down past ZERO !!
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In banking if you keep spending money you do not have to stop when you run out!  You can keep spending, the bank loans you the money and your bank account shows negative values.
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In some sports, such as golf, if you score badly you get ‘positive points’ and if you score really well you could get a ‘negative’ score.

A great way to visualise ‘negative’ numbers is on a number line.  You may have seen this before for the numbers 0 to 10.  It can look like this…….




-10
-9
-8
-7
-6
-5
-4
-3
-2
-1
0
1

Negative numbers are usually shown on the left and count upwards from zero.  Positive numbers are usually shown on the right and also count upwards from zero but they are shown going in the OTHER DIRECTION.

The negative numbers are the same as positive numbers but you say ‘MINUS’ infront of each one.  Try to complete the following table with the words you would say for each of the negative numbers.

	Negative number
	Name of Neg- number in words

	
	

	-1
	Minus one

	-2
	Minus …..

	-3
	………….

	-4
	………….

	-5
	………….

	-6
	………….

	-7
	………….

	-8
	………….

	-9
	………….

	-10
	………….


Negative numbers work a bit differently to positive numbers.  The value of –1 say, is more than the value of –10 !!

This is because, if you think about money, -10 means you owe ten pounds, and –1 means you owe only 1 pound.  So you will have more money if you owe less and therefore –1 is bigger !!

This can also be understood better using a diagram.



Above the water    Positive values



Below the water   Negative values


Therefore the lower you go the ‘less height’ 

above the sea bed you have.



Task A

Circle the number with the LARGEST value.

1)



2)

3)

4)
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Complete the above golf score card with the scores shown below for each hole where the WHITE arrow is.  The first two are done for you.


Hole

Number of hits (strokes)

1


2

2


8

3


4

4


2

5


2

6


5

7


3

8


2

9


2


Now, for each hole, work out whether the score is above or below par.  You can do this by subtracting the value of par for each hole from the number of strokes played.  Place your values on the score card where the BLACK arrow is.  The first two are done for you.

Hole 1

2
-
3
=
-1
  -2
-1
0
1
2


Hole 2

8
-
5
=
3        







      
3
4
5
6
7
8







