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MEDIAN
-
The middle number in a set of numbers. 

· The median of a data set makes use of all the data in the set.

· The data set is placed in either ascending or descending order and the middle number of the set becomes the median

· The median is only useful if there are about the same number of higher and lower values and these values are not spread too much

· When there are an even number results the median is midway between the two values either side of the middle point in the list

A
Work out the MEDIAN of the following list of numbers


1)
1
2
2
3
4




2)
2
5
8
1
6



3)
80
65
73
72
81



4)
77
123
45
23
82


5)
88
14
144
93
100


B
What do you notice about the MEDIAN value of the following sets of data?  Which of the sets of numbers do you think using the MEDIAN calculation works?


1)
20

25

30


2)
1
1
2
30
2
1
4

…………………………………………………………………………………………


3)
14
22
23
30


4)
100
200
1000
2000


…………………………………………………………………………………………..

C
Find the MEDIAN value of the following, given the situations below.  State whether or not the MEDIAN is a good measurement for the situation and why

1)
The number of words needing to be written by a student for a number of essays over the course of four years studying is shown below.

Q
Work out the median value stating if this is sensible

Essay No.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

No. of words

500
700
1200
900
1000
800
1000


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

2)
The cost of holidays to Florida sold by a travel agents for this year are shown below.

Q
Work out the median value stating if this is sensible











Month
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
July




Price
£200
£300
£450
£500
£525
£550
£600

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3)
The number of DVD’s a video shop has on its shelves are shown below.  Each value shows the number of DVD’s for a particular film.

Q
Work out the median number of DVD’s the video store has for a particular film stating is this is a sensible value to use.


Shelf One
2
1
3
6
1
3
5



Shelf Two
1
1
4
10
4
3
4



Shelf Three
4
3
2
2
4
6
7



Shelf Four
11
4
2
1
1
1
1

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

