
A summary of Richard Brassey’s The Beatles  (Revision of the simple past.) PART 1 

  

All four of the Beatles …………. (be) born in Liverpool in WW2 (1939-45) and …………. (grow) up and 

………….… (go) to school in and around the city. John Lennon’s parents ……..……. (split) up when he 

was 5, so he went to live with his aunt Mimi. At school John …….……. (clown) around and 

…………..……….(not work) hard. All he …....…….(want) to do was play his guitar that his mother 

……..……. (give) him. Paul McCartney, on the other hand, …………. (do) well at school. He …………. 

(enjoy) singing, but surprisingly was ……………. (turn down) when he ……………. (apply) to join the 

cathedral choir.  

John and Paul …………………… (have) certain things in common:  

• Both their mothers ……….…. (die) when they were teenagers.  

• Both …….……. (enjoy) playing the guitar.  

• They ……….…. (be) both influenced by skiffle music, and  

• they ………..…. (love) American rock’n’roll singers (like Elvis and Buddy 

Holly). They ….…….…. (meet) at a church fete in 1956 where John’s skiffle group “The 

Quarrymen” were playing. Paul was impressed by John’s ability to make up words to songs, 

and John was impressed Paul could play the guitar upside down. So John ….……..…. (invite) 

Paul to join his group. A year later, George Harrison (one of Paul’s friends) ……...……. (join) 

the group. He played the guitar very well, and ………..…. (know) more chords than them!  
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