
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cotton Club was a New York City night club in the 1920s and 30s. It was first in the Harlem neighborhood 

from 1923 to 1935. Then for a brief period from 1936 to 1940 it was in the midtown Theater District. The club 

was a big success in America's Prohibition Era. 

The club had a whites-only* policy for customers*, but featured many of the best black entertainers and jazz 

musicians of the era. Stars included (musicians) Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong - (vocalists) 

Ethel Waters, Billie Holiday, Lena Horne and (dancers) Bill Robinson, The Nicholas Brothers. 

During its heyday, the Cotton Club served as a hip meeting spot featuring regular "Celebrity Nights" on 

Sundays, which featured celebrity guests such as George Gershwin, Judy Garland among others. 

The club was created by world boxing champion Jack Johnson, but taken over by the Yorkshire-

born gangster Owney Madden in 1923. Johnson stayed on as manager. 
          *only = seulement, customer = client 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Cotton_Club#:~:text=The%20Cotton%20Club%20was%20a,success%20in%20America's%20Prohibition%20Era

. 

Read the text and answer the questions in French 

1- Qu’était le Cotton Club? ______________________________________________________________________ 

2- Où était-ce situé, dans quelle ville ? _____________________________________________________________ 

3- Quelle était la particularité de ce lieu ? _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ (regarde les parties grisées 

pour répondre) 

4- Cite des gens célèbres qui y ont été ? _____________________________________________________________ 

5- Qui fut le dernier propriétaire ? _____________________________________________________________ 
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