Proposition de correction sujet de synthèse 1 

Everyone should be equal under the law. Those words are inscribed on the Supreme Court building in Washington as a reminder of the Constitution. Yet, this statement still triggers a number of articles. 
The set of documents under study includes an excerpt from the short story “The Conscience of the Court” written by Zora Neal Hurston and published in 1950. The second document is an extract from the novel To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee published in 1957. The third document is a photograph taken by Paul Schutzer on August, 1st 1958 which depicts American Civil Rights leader and journalist Daisy Bates posing with six Little Rock African-American students in front of the Supreme Court building. The set of documents deals with the promotion of equal justice in the legal system during the Civil Rights movement and sheds light on the ambivalence of the ability of American justice to turn over years of struggle for hyphenated-Americans. This essay will first tackles races issues as systemic in the court, in a second part a quest for justice and last but not least, the characters’ constant fight to counter-act on past struggles. 
Firstly, the three documents explore complex race issues in the courtroom in the 1950s. In “The Conscience of the Court”, Black defendant Laura Lee enters the courtroom under the scornful eyes of the audience (l. 3), she faces “hostility”.  Besides, her refusal of her right to an attorney suggests that because of her race and social background, her conviction seems inevitable (l. 24). In the excerpt from To Kill a Mockingbird, Tom Robinson’s lawyer uses parataxis and a simile (l. 13) to point out the racial prejudices that infuse his client’s case (l. 1-14) and warns the jury about making a decision based on racism (l. 14-19). Similarly, the photograph depicts the legal battle surrounding the Little Rock students who were prevented from attending a white school after the Supreme Court decision in the case Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. The full-length portrait taken at a slightly low angle, below eye level, enhances the students’ dignified position and challenges racial bias at the time. 
Secondly, the three documents depict the characters’ quest for justice. In “The Conscience of the Court”, Laura Lee’s innocent trust awakens in the judge his old sense of judicial integrity as he remembers his passion for human rights and his admiration for his hero Justice John Marshall (l. 27-30). Similarly, Atticus Finch appeals to the jury’s knowledge of human rights as they are defined in the Declaration of Independence (l. 21-22) and reminds it that in order to guarantee equal treatment under the law it should do its job with integrity (l. 55-65). A man should not be judged by the colour of their skin. In the photograph, the low camera angle gives the impression that the viewer is overwhelmed by the Supreme Court moto “Equal Justice under Law”. Besides, the six imposing marble columns in the background match the posture of the six Little Rock students to convey the idea that justice is the pillar upon which African-Americans can rely to achieve equal treatment in the USA at the time. Moreover, that kind of photograph may have been exceptional for the time. Those (law?) students are now part of the system and have overcome a number of obstacles to elevate themselves socially. 
This set of documents ultimately conveys the authors’ different views about the legal system. On the one hand, the excerpt from To Kill a Mockingbird gives little hope for change in what is seen as a biased system that relies on flawed people to determine someone’s innocence or guilt. The only message of hope rests on the will of individuals such as Atticus Finch to fight for justice, knowing that the book is based on a true story. On the other hand, “The Conscience of the Court” underscores justice as a reliable force in the American legal system. Indeed, Laura Lee’s demeanour manages to stir the judge own “conscience”. The evolution of his attitude throughout the passage suggests that justice may ultimately prevail in Laura Lee’s case. The photograph shows that tremendous progress can be achieved through legal battles in the fight for equal treatment. Despite hostility, these Little Rock students managed to attend Little Rock school thanks to legal decisions taken by the Supreme Court. Moreover, all the protagonists seem to be of young age, which is a sign that nothing remains written in stone. 

This set of documents shows that the promotion of equal justice in the US depends on the collective efforts of Americans at both an individual and legal level. Yet, in spite of efforts and progress – one might think about the movie starring Michael Jordan, Just Mercy, emphasizing the importance for Black People to be properly represented – recent events such as the death of George Floyd have shown that systemic racism seems to still stand strong. The set of documents reflect that justice alone cannot undo centuries of misrepresentation and abuses. 
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