Sujet de synthèse type bac – Equality on trial 
Le sujet porte sur la thématique « Arts et débats d’idées ». 
Prenez connaissance des documents A, B et C et traitez le sujet suivant en anglais : 
Write a short commentary on the three documents (around 500 words) using the following guidelines: 
	1. Focus on how race issues are explored 
	2. Show how each document depicts a quest for justice 
	3. Compare the authors’ representation of the legal system. 
[image: ]You will type your work and submit it by Sunday, 31st October.
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In1950s Jacksonville, Laura Lee Kimble stands accused of beating a man nearly to death.

(13 The People versus Laura Lee Kimble!”

The policeman nudged the woman to get to her feet and led her up to the broad rail. She stood
there, looking straight ahead. The hostility in the room reached her without her seeking to find it. [...]

“Charged with felonious and aggravated assault. Mayhem. Premeditated attempted murder on the
s person of one Clement Beasley. Obscene and abusive language. Laura Lee Kimble, how do you plead?” [...]

“Plead? Don’t reckon I make out just what you all mean by that.” She looked from face to face and
at last up at the judge, with bewilderment in her eyes. She found him looking her over studiously.

The judge understood the look in her face, but he did not interfere so promptly as he ordinarily
would have. [...] Somehow this woman did not look fierce to him at all. Yet she had beaten a man within
10 an inch of his life. Here was a riddle to solve. [...]

“Perhaps you don’t understand what the clerk means, Laura,” the judge found himself saying to her
in a gentle voice. “He wants you to say whether you are guilty of the charges or not.”

“Oh, Ididn’t know. Didn’t even know if he was talking to me or not. Much obliged to you, sir.” Laura
Lee sent His Honor a shy smile. “Deed I don’t know if I'm guilty or not. I hit the man after he hit me, to
15 be sure, Mister Judge, but if I'm guilty I don’t know for sure. All them big words and all.” [...]

The prosecutor looked a question at the judge and said, “We can proceed.” The judge nodded, then
halted things as he looked down at Laura Lee.
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“The defendant seems to have no lawyer to represent her.” Now he leaned forward and spoke to
Laura Lee directly. “If you have no money to hire yourself a lawyer to look out for your interests, the
20 court will appoint one for you.”

There was a pause, during which Laura Lee covered a lot of ground. Then she smiled faintly at the
judge and answered him. “Naw sir, I thank you, Mister Judge. Not to turn you no short answer, but I
don’t reckon it would do me a bit of good. I'm mighty much obliged to you just the same.”

The implications penetrated instantly and the judge flushed. This unlettered woman had called

25 up something that he had not thought about for quite some time. The campus of the University of

Virginia and himself as a very young man there, filled with a reverence for his profession amounting to

an almost holy dedication. His fascination and awe as a professor traced the more than two thousand

years of growth of the concepts of human rights and justice. That brought him to his greatest hero,

John Marshall, and his inner resolve to follow in the great man’s steps, and even add to interpretations

30 of human rights if his abilities allowed. No, he had not thought about all this for quite some time. The
judge flushed slowly and deeply.

Zora NEALE HURSTON, “The Conscience of the Court”, March 18, 1950
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Paul SCHUTZER, “Daisy Bates & Students At Supreme

Court”, August 1, 1958

‘American Civil Rights leader and journalist Daisy Bates
(1914-1999) [centre foreground] and Little Rock African-
‘American students posing in front of Supreme Court building.
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“One more thing, gentlemen, before I quit.
Thomas Jefferson once said that all men are
created equal, a phrase that the Yankees and
the distaff side of the Executive branch in
Washington are fond of hurling at us. There
is a tendency in this year of grace, 1935, for
certain people to use this phrase out of context,
to satisfy all conditions. The most ridiculous
example I can think of is that the people who
run public education promote the stupid and
idle along with the industrious-because all
men are created equal, educators will gravely
tell you, the children left behind suffer terrible
feelings of inferiority. We know all men are not
created equal in the sense some people would
haveus believe - some people aresmarter than
others, some people have more opportunity
because they’re born with it, some men make
more money than others, some ladies make
better cakes than others - some people are born
gifted beyond the normal scope of most men.

“Butthere is one way in this country in which
all menare created equal - there is one human
institution that makes a pauper the equal of
a Rockefeller, the stupid man the equal of an
Einstein, and the ignorant man the equal ofany
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of raping a white woman in the 1930s.

(13 he witnesses for the state, with the
exception of the sheriff of Maycomb
County, have presented themselves to you
gentlemen, to this court, in the cynical
s confidence that their testimony would not be
doubted, confident that you gentlemen would
go along with them on the assumption - the
evil assumption - that all Negroes lie, that all
Negroes are basically immoral beings, that all
10 Negro men are not to be trusted around our
women, an assumption one associates with
minds of their caliber.

“Which, gentlemen, we know is in itself a lie
as black as Tom Robinson’s skin, a lie I do not
15 have to point out to you. You know the truth,
and the truth is this: some Negroes lie, some
Negroes are immoral, some Negro men are not
to be trusted around women - black or white.
But this isa truth that applies to the human race

20 and to no particular race of men. [...]"

In this closing statement, Atticus, a white lawyer, defends Tom Robinson, a black man accused

college president. That institution, gentlemen,
is a court. It can be the Supreme Court of the
United States or the humblest J.P. court in the

so land, or this honorable court which you serve.
Our courts have their faults, as does any human
institution, but in this country our courts are
the great levelers, and in our courts all men
are created equal.

ss “I'm no idealist to believe firmly in the
integrity of our courts and in the jury system-
that is no ideal to me, it is a living, working
reality. Gentlemen, a court is no better than
each man of you sitting before me on this jury.

60 A court is only as sound as its jury, and a jury
is only as sound as the men who make it up. I
am confident that you gentlemen will review
without passion the evidence you have heard,
come to a decision, and restore this defendant

65 to his family. In the name of God, do your duty.”
Harper LEE, To Kill a Mockingbird, 1957




