4 – Pleading for change 						DOC 1 – The Modern “Atticus” 
1. In this true story, civil-rights defense attorney Bryan Stevenson works to free a wrongly condemned death row prisoner, Walter McMillian. 
Walter McMillian was at least fifteen years older than me, not particularly well educated, and he hailed from a small rural community. Though he had lived in Monroe County his whole life, he had never heard of the author Harper Lee – also a Monroeville, Alabama, native – or her award-winning novel To Kill A Mockingbird. 
Mockingbird tells the story of an innocent black man who is accused of raping a white woman in the 1930s, and is bravely defended by Atticus Finch, a white lawyer. What is often overlooked is that the black man falsely accused in the story was not successfully defended by Atticus. Tom Robinson, the wrongly accused black defendant, is found guilty. Later, he dies when, full of despair, he makes a desperate attempt to escape from prison. He is shot seventeen times in the back by his captors. While the novel captivated millions of readers, and confronted them with some of the realities of race and justice in the South, its harder truths did not take root. 
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Q1. What kind of book is it? 
Q2. Comment on the influence of To Kill a Mockingbird on the narrator. Can you find similarities between the stories? 
Q3. Read excerpt 2 and explain what the scene depicts. 
Q4. Identify the narrator’s argument. 
Q5. Discuss: can Bryan Stevenson be compared to Atticus Finch? 
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€€ N entlemen, are we ready to proceed?” Judge Norton asked.

G”We are, Your Honor,” I replied. [...]

I decided to proceed with an opening statement before calling
Myers as our first witness. I wanted the judge to understand that we
‘weren’t just defending Mr. McMillian from a different angle than his
old lawyers. I wanted him to know that we had dramatic new evidence
of innocence that completely cleared’ Walter. I wanted him to kKnow
that justice demanded Walter's immediate release.

“Your Honor, the State’s case against Walter McMillian turned
entirely on the testimony of Ralph Myers, who had several prior felony?
convictions and another capital murder case pending against him in
Escambia County at the time of McMillian’s trial. At trial, Mr. McMillian
asserted that he is innocent and that he did not know Mr. Myers atthe
time of this crime. He has maintained his innocence throughout these
proceedings®.”

The judge had been fidgeting* and had seemed distracted when I
started, so I paused. Even if he didn’t agree I wanted him to hear what
1 was saying. I stopped talking until I was sure he was paying close
attention. Finally, he made eye contact with me, so I continued.

“There is no question that Walter McMillian was convicted of capital
murder based on the testimony of Ralph Myers. There was no other
evidence to establish Mr. McMillian’s guilt for capital murder at trial than
Myer’s testimony. The State had no motive, the State had no witnesses
to the crime, the State had only the testimony of Ralph Myers.” [...]

“Based on the testimony of Ralph Myers, Walter McMillian was
convicted of capital murder and sentenced to death. As you're about to
hear, the testimony of Ralph Myers was completely false. Again, Your
Honor, the testimony of Ralph Myers at trial was completely false.”

Bryan STEVENSON, Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults), 2014




