
William Shakespeare : Hamlet 

Characters
Hamlet :  son of the late king of Denmark    Claudius: Hamlet's uncle, the present king Gertrude : The Queen, Hamlet's mother   Polonius: The Lord Chamberlain
Laertes:  Polonius's son
Ophelia: Polonius's daughter, Hamlet's girlfriend        Horatio: Hamlet's friend                      Marcellus:  Officer                         
Rosencrantz : courtier                      Guildenstern : courtier 
Priest, Gravedigger , Ghost, Actor-king, Actor-queen, Actor-king's brother, narrator.

Adaptation : Tatiana Xanthopoulou
SCENE ONE                                                               A long time ago there was a prince in Denmark called Hamlet. Hamlet’s father, the king, suddenly died and his wife, Gertrude married his brother, Claudius. So Claudius is now king and Hamlet is very sad.  
Hamlet (aside): That it should come to this! My father only two months dead, only two months and my mother married to his brother…
Claudius: Hamlet, my dear, why do you look so sad? Cheer up a little! I’m very sorry that your father died but fathers do die. My father died and my father’s father before him.
Gertrude : It happens all the time. But all that lives must die. Life must go on.  Change those black clothes, my dear boy! 
Hamlet: Change, change. As fast as you change husbands? How fickle women are! How could she do this? Lie with him in my father’s bed. They must think that I’m a fool. Well, I will play the fool for a while. 
SCENE TWO                                             Marcellus: There’s a ghost in the castle. If it comes again, I'll speak to it. (enter Ghost)
Horatio: Here it comes! Who are you? Speak!
Marcellus:  It's the king!
Horatio: That's strange. Speak to me! (Ghost exits)
Marcellus: Something’s rotten in the state of Denmark. 
Chorus : Something’s rotten in the state of Denmark. 

Marcellus: We must talk to Hamlet about this. (Hamlet enters)
Horatio:  Hamlet! There is a ghost in the castle. It’s the ghost of your father! 
Hamlet: What do you mean?
Horatio:  Come and see for yourself!
Hamlet: Where is it? 
Horatio: There! (enter Ghost)

Hamlet: Who are you?
Ghost: I am your father’s spirit. I was murdered, Hamlet. Hamlet, avenge me!
Chorus:  Hamlet, avenge me!
Hamlet: Murdered?

Ghost:  Murder most foul and unnatural! They said that a snake bit me but this snake is now wearing my crown. 
Hamlet: Claudius! I knew it!

Ghost:  Claudius. My own brother! Hamlet, avenge me! (exit Ghost)

Chorus: Hamlet, avenge me!
Hamlet: If this is true, I'll make him pay for this!
SCENE THREE   Prince  Hamlet and Ophelia are in love.                                 Polonius:  Dearest Ophelia, listen to me and your  brother, Laertes. Don’t believe in Hamlet’s love.
Ophelia: But father, we love each other.
Laertes:  Perhaps he loves you now but he will never marry you. He is a prince and princes can never marry girls like you. (Ophelia exit crying)
SCENE FOUR                                                            One day a group of actors come to the castle and Hamlet makes a plan. He asks the actors to change their play. The new play will show a king poisoned by his own brother, just like Hamlet’s father. 
Hamlet: (to Horatio) I think my father is right. He was murdered. But I have to be sure. I have an idea. I’ll put on a play for the king and show my father’s murder. Call the actors!               (exit Horatio, enter actors)                                              Can you play “The murder of Gonzago?”
Actors : Yes, my lord.
Hamlet: Play it tomorrow night. Make these changes.
Actors : Yes, my lord. (the actors exit)
Hamlet: To be or not to be – That is the question. 
Chorus: To be or not to be – That is the question. 

Hamlet: To die – to sleep: to sleep, perchance to dream. Ay there’s the rub. For in that sleep of death what dreams may come? (enter Ophelia)
Ophelia:  Hamlet, do you really love me? Will you marry me?
Hamlet: I’d rather be dead!
Ophelia:  Please, be sweet and kind! You told me you loved me once and I believed you.
Hamlet: What? Go away! Leave me alone!
SCENE FIVE                                                King: Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and Guildenstern! (they bow)
Queen:  Hamlet is not well.
King:  Hang around with him and watch him. Make sure he doesn’t suspect a thing.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern:  We will, my lord. (they bow and exit)
SCENE SIX                                                        Ophelia:   Father! Father! I’m so scared!
Polonius:  Why? What’s the matter?
Ophelia: Hamlet came into my room. He took me by the wrist and held me hard shaking his head. He looked pale and strange. He looked mad.
Polonius:  Mad for your love? Have you spoken to him these days? 

Ophelia:  No. I have refused to see him as you told me.

 Polonius: That has made him mad. We must tell the king about it.
SCENE SEVEN                                                  (Hamlet enter with a book)                   Rosencrantz and Guildenstern: (enter) What are you reading, my lord?
Hamlet: Words, words, words.

Guildenstern: And what do the words say?

Hamlet: Oh, just lies. My dear friends! What brings you here? 
Rosencrantz : To visit you, my lord. No other reason.
Hamlet: Were you sent for? (There’s a kind of confession in your looks.) I know the good king and queen have sent you.
Guildenstern: We were sent for, my lord.
Hamlet: Gentlemen, you are welcome. But my uncle-father and aunt-mother are deceived.
Guildenstern: In what, my dear lord?    
Hamlet: I am but mad north-north-west: when the wind is southerly. (they look at each other worried)
SCENE EIGHT                                        Ophelia:  Hamlet, I have your gifts here. I want you to take them back.
Hamlet: I never gave you anything.
Ophelia:  You know you did.
Hamlet: Go to a nunnery! Why should you marry and give birth to sinners? Or if you marry, marry a fool. For wise men know well enough what monsters you make of them. Go to a nunnery! Quick!  (he pushes her to the ground and exits, enter Polonius and King)
Polonius: He's mad. You heard him, my king.
King: You’re right. We must watch out.
SCENE NINE                                            Hamlet: There is a play tonight. One scene will be about my father's murder. I want you to observe the king's reactions.
Horatio: I will. (enter King, Queen, Polonius, Ophelia and actors)

Hamlet: All right. All right. Take a seat, please. The play is about to begin. (actor-king lies down to sleep, actor-queen leaves exchanging glances with actor-brother  who kisses the crown, pours poison into the king's ear and says: 'The king is dead. Now I can wear his crown and marry his wife.”)                      Claudius: (stands) Stop! Lights! Lights! Give me some light! Away! (all exit except Hamlet and Horatio)
Hamlet: Did you see that Horatio?
Horatio:  Very well, my lord. The king was very upset. He stopped the play. 
Guildenstern:(enter)The king is very angry with you, sir. And your mother wants to talk to you. 
Hamlet: OK. I'm coming.
SCENE TEN                                           Claudius: (praying) Oh, God, forgive me!  I have sinned so terribly! I have killed my brother and Hamlet knows what I have done. I'm sure.
Hamlet: (enters) I can't kill him now that he is praying. No, not now.
SCENE ELEVEN                                           Polonius: Hamlet's pranks have gone too far. 
Gertrude: I’ll talk to him. Hide! (he hides)
Hamlet: What is it, mother?
Gertrude: (angry) You have offended your father very much.
Hamlet: You have offended my father very much.
Gertrude: Do you forget who I am?
Hamlet: You are your husband's brother's wife and unfortunately my mother.
Gertrude: How dare you talk to me like that! I'll go.
Hamlet: No, you won't! (grabs her)
Gertrude: What will you do? Will you murder your mother? Help!
Polonius: Murder! Help!
Hamlet: How now? I see a rat. (stabs the curtain) 
Polonius: Aaah! (drops dead)
Gertrude: You killed a man!
Hamlet: Not quite as bad as kill a king and marry his brother.
Gertrude: Do you mean...?
Hamlet: Look at this man. (shows her a portrait of his father) How could you do this to him?
Gertrude: (crying) Oh, Hamlet! I'm so sorry! Speak no more! Your words are like daggers. (enter ghost)
Ghost: Hamlet! Do not forget!

Chorus: Hamlet! Do not forget!
Gertrude: Where are you looking at?
Hamlet: Can't you see? Can't you hear? It's my father. (ghost exit)
Gertrude: I can't see or hear anything. 
SCENE TWELVE                                   Claudius: Hamlet, since you killed Polonius, it's not safe for you here. We must send you to England.
Hamlet: Ok. So, to England! Goodbye, mother! (embraces him) 
Claudius: I am your father.
Hamlet:  Man and wife is one flesh, so: my mother. To England! (he exits)

 Rosencrantz and Guildenstern: My lord! (bow)
Claudius: Gentlemen, escort Hamlet to England and give this letter to the king.    (aside) I hope he follows my orders and puts Hamlet to death.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern: Yes, my lord. (they exit, enter Gertrude and Ophelia)
Ophelia: (flowers on her head) They say the owl was a baker's daughter. (gives them flowers) 
Gertrude: Poor girl, she has lost her mind.
Ophelia: Good night, sweet ladies! (exits)
Claudius: Follow her and take care of her. (Gertrude exits, enter Laertes)
Laertes:  (furious) What have you done to my father? 
Claudius: Calm down Laertes. I'm not guilty of your father's death. Hamlet killed your father.
Laertes:  I'll get revenge for this!
Claudius:  Think of me as a friend. I want revenge, too!
SCENE THIRTEEN                                     Horatio: Hamlet, what are you doing here? You should be travelling to England.
Hamlet: I escaped the ship and replaced Claudius's letter. Now Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are travelling to England with a letter demanding the king of England to put them to death instead of me. Give this letter to Claudius. I want to talk to him.
SCENE FOURTEEN                                 Horatio: My king! Some sailors brought you a letter from Hamlet. (exit)
Claudius: (reads) Hamlet is coming back to Denmark and he wants to see me. Laertes!
Laertes:  (enters) Yes, my king!
Claudius: Hamlet is coming. This is your chance for revenge. Challenge him to fight.
Laertes:  I'll put some poison on my sword. Even a small scratch will be deadly for him.
Claudius: In case he wins, I'll offer him a poisoned cup of wine to drink when he's thirsty.
Laertes: Agreed!(enter Gertrude) My queen! (bow)
Gertrude:  (crying) One misfortune follows another. Your sister's drowned, Laertes.
Laertes:  Drowned? Where?
Gertrude: There's a willow tree by the river. Ophelia climbed to hang her flower garlands, but the branch broke and she fell into the river.
Laertes: Oh no! (exits with his hands on his face)
SCENE FIFTEEN (in a churchyard)               Hamlet:  What are you doing?   
Grave digger: Digging a grave.
Hamlet: How long have you been a grave digger?
Grave digger: Since prince Hamlet was born. This skull has been in the earth for twenty-three years.
Hamlet: Who was it?
Grave digger: It was Yorick, the king's jester.
Hamlet: Alas! Poor Yorick! Where are your songs and tricks now? Look at him! (takes the skull in his hands and holds it up) All of us will die eventually. Even great men are buried and turned into dust. Of dust we are made, and to dust we return.
Grave digger: Here comes the king and queen. (enter priest, king, queen, Laertes)
Hamlet: Who are they burying?
Grave digger: Ophelia.
Hamlet:  What! The fair Ophelia!
Laertes: The devil take your soul! (his hands on Hamlet's throat)
Hamlet: (he shouts) I loved her more than forty thousand brothers!
Claudius: Leave him alone, Laertes! Can't you see he's mad? (aside) Remember our plan! And be patient!
SCENE SIXTEEN (at the castle)                  Horatio: Laertes challenges you to a duel. The king has bet on you.
Hamlet: Tell the king I'll do my best to win for him. One must always be ready for death. One day it will come for all of us. (exit Horatio) (enter king, queen, Laertes and Horatio)  
Claudius: Come, Hamlet, and shake hands.(he takes Hamlet’s and Laertes’s hand, they shake)
Hamlet: Forgive me, Laertes. I didn’t mean to do you wrong.
Laertes: I accept your apology but I can never forgive you.
Claudius: Now, Laertes, pick a sword.
Laertes:  I’ll take this one. (they pick and start fighting. Hamlet makes the first hit)
Hamlet:  One!

Laertes:  Just a scratch.

Claudius:  Wait! Wait! Let’s have a drink, Hamlet, to your heath! Take the cup!
Hamlet:  No, not, now! Later! (they go on fighting) Ha! Another hit!
Claudius: (to Gertrude) Our son will win.

Gertrude: (takes the poisoned cup) I drink to you, Hamlet!

Claudius:  No, Gertrude, do not drink!

Chorus: Gertrude, do not drink!

Gertrude:  I will. Pardon me, my lord.  

Claudius: (aside) It is the poisoned cup. Too late.

Laertes: (They go on fighting)  I have you now! (Laertes wounds Hamlet. During the fight they change swords and Hamlet wounds Laertes, too.) Wait! That is my sword!
Gertrude:  (falls) Oh!
Horatio:  Look to the queen!
Hamlet:  She swoons to see us fight.

Gertrude:  No! No! The drink! The drink! Oh, my dear Hamlet! I’m poisoned! (she dies)
Hamlet:  Lock the door and find the traitor!

Laertes: Forgive me, Hamlet! The King is to blame. 
Chorus: The King is to blame. (Laertes dies)
Hamlet: Here, you murderer! Take this and follow my mother! (stabs him and forces the wine into his mouth. Claudius dies.)              Oh, I die. The rest is silence. (he dies)
Horatio:  Goodnight, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.

Chorus:  Goodnight, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.



