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WHAT

From all over the country, and from abroad (Mexico, China, France, Germany, etc.), adventurers rushed to the Eldorado. Some walked, some
sailed, some rode to this promise land, putting up with horrible conditions (weather, health, Indian attacks, etc.) that only the hope of finding gold
could make them endure.

The gold diggers were called « Forty Niners » because they had left home in 1849. That year, it is estimated that 80,000 Forty Niners went West.

https://www.maxicours.com/se/cours/the-gold-rush--seconde--anglais/
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WHO

James Wilson Marshall (October 8,1810 — August 10, 1885) was an American carpenter from New Jersey, who on January 24th, 1848 reported
the finding of gold at Coloma, California, a small settlement on the American River. His discovery was the beginning for the California Gold
Rush. The mill property was owned by Johann (John) Sutter who employed Marshall to build his mill. The wave of gold seekers turned
everyone's attention away from the mill which eventually fell into disrepair and was never used as intended. Neither Marshall nor Sutter ever
profited from the gold find.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_W._Marshall
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WHEN

Digging for gold was hard work. The gold diggers spent (...) days in cold water digging, sifting. At the beginning, gold was easy to find and
there were a lot of gold nuggets . (...)

Those who really enriched from the Gold Rush were entrepreneurs, such as Levi Strauss (famous for his blue jeans), who supplied the gold
miners with much-needed equipment and bare necessities.

Year after year, gold was nowhere to be found : the cities quickly became ghost towns. In 1856, eight years after it had started, the Gold Rush
was over.
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