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Planning the expedition

In 1803, when Jefferson was President of the United
States, the U.S. purchased the Louisiana Territory from
France. This almost doubled the size of the new country.
Much of the new territory was unexplored. Jefferson
decided to send an expedition up the Missouri River and
to the Pacific Ocean. He hoped that the expedition would
be able to find a water route across the country, which
cesscccssssccssssccnsssccnns would be a great boon to commerce.

He commissioned the Corps of Discovery under the
command of Meriwether Lewis.

Lewis was to map the new territory and make contact
with its inhabitants, befriending them if possible. Lewis
recruited his friend William Clark, as well as a force of
over 40 men. Their purpose was peaceful — exploration,
diplomacy, and science.

seescescesccsscescesscsscnne

Lewis and Clark and the mapping of the continent
The expedition returned with a great deal of knowledge
about the new territory west of the Mississippi — the
people, the land, the rivers, the mountains, the plants and
animals. The expedition made important contributions to
the mapping of the North American continent.
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