THANKSGIVING

__________________________________________

Thanksgiving Day is on the fourth Thursday in November. 
As the name suggests, it is a day to give thanks. Millions of families and friends gather for a traditional meal on Thanksgiving. It usually includes turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, corn, cranberries and pumpkin pie with whipped cream. Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade with its amazing floats and giant balloons and an NFL football game are special Thanksgiving Day events. It is a federal holiday, so schools, banks, post offices, and government offices are closed. The day after Thanksgiving is called Black Friday and it is a day-off too. In 2023, Thanksgiving will be on Thursday, November 23th.

__________________________________________

Settlers from England called Pilgrims are believed to have held the first Thanksgiving meal in North America in 1621. They had arrived in what is now Plymouth, Massachusetts, a year earlier. The first winter was tough and a lot of them died from disease or lack of food. 
Those who survived held a day of thanksgiving. They thanked God for protecting them. They also thanked the Native Americans who lived in the area. These Indians were part of the Wampanoag tribe. 
The Wampanoags helped save the Pilgrims by showing them how to fish, hunt and grow corn. The Pilgrims celebrated Thanksgiving for about three days. About ninety Indians joined the celebration. They ate deer, ducks, geese, turkeys and pumpkins. 

	[image: image1.jpg]



	What is Thanksgiving?
It is a federal holiday that is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.

The first Thanksgiving was in 1621 when the pilgrims invited the Indians to a three-day feast to celebrate the autumn harvest.
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	Who were the pilgrims?
The pilgrims were a small group of English religious people who sailed to North America in order to start a new life.

They sailed on the Mayflower ship and landed on Plymouth Rock. They wanted religious freedom.


1) Read the text and give a title to each part: write on the lines ___________

2) Read the text and identify:

- When is Thanksgiving celebrated today: …………………………………………………..

- What American people do for Thanksgiving: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
- What American people eat for Thanksgiving:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

- Explain who were the Pilgrims: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
- Identify when and where they arrived in America:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

- Identify the name of their ship: ………………………………..………………………………..

- Explain what happened during the first winter: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

- Identify the name of the persons who helped them and explain what they did:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
- Explain when and why the Pilgrims organized the first Thanksgiving:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3) Build up our vocabulary
